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The Curriculum in Years 10 and 11 at STAGS

Years 10 and 11 are a very exciting time for students. The Key Stage 4 curriculum at STAGS
provides opportunities for students to follow their interests and develop their strengths.

We aim to ensure that students have opportunities to:
e Develop skills which they will need in the future e.g. Literacy, numeracy, ICT
capability, problem solving, independent thinking and team working.
Acquire knowledge and understanding which will be useful to them in the future.
Gain gqualifications.
Develop the personal qualities and attitudes required for future success.
Plan for future learning so that at the end of KS4 students move on to programmes on
which they will be successful.

In order to achieve these aims students will follow a personalised learning programme to help
them progress along a pathway of life long learning.

Every learning programme consists of
Core subjects 1 taken by all students
and

Option subjects T chosen by the student

The core and option programmes are summarised on the following pages.

The rest of the booklet explains what courses are available and how we will guide students
towards programmes on which they will be happy and successful.

Jill Ainsworth
Assistant Head Curriculum
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Summary of CORE SUBJECTS studied by all students during years 10 & 11
(17 hours per week)

English (including functional skills)

Mathematics (including functional skills)

Science

PE

PSHCE

RS (philosophy & applied ethics)

ICT (including functional skills)



Summary of OPTIONAL COURSES available in years 10 & 11

(8 hours per week - Students may study up to 4 other subjects T these are usually from the

different skill areas listed below)

Skill areas

Courses to develop these skills

Applied Learning
Working in a team
Using modern technologies
Applying skills to the world
of work
Project work
Facing challenges
Working in new places & in
new ways

Animal care

Applied business: Preparing for enterprise
Beauty therapy

Business, Administration & Finance
Business & Economics

Business studies

Caring for children

Child development & nursery experience
Construction & the built environment
CoPE T wider key skills

Creative & media

D&T Food, Textiles or product design
Environment & Land Based Studies Diploma
Engineering

Extended work experience

Hair & Beauty studies

Hairdressing

Horse care

Hospitality & catering

ICT

Society, health & development

Sport & active leisure

Most courses
lead to level 2
qualifications 7
eg.

BTEC
DIPLOMA
GCSE

Many are
taught at
STAGS, some
are at
Oaklands and
others take
place in local
schools

Details are
included in this
booklet

Creative & technology Art
e Coming up with ideas Dance
e Solving problems D&T Food
e Creative D&T Textiles
e Practical D&T product design
e Physical Drama
Media studies
Music
PE
Humanities & Science Geography
e Reading History

e Expressing ideas in writing
e Analysing & interpreting
e Communication & thinking

RS (philosophy & applied ethics)
Separate sciences

Modern Foreign Languages French
e Communication German
[talian
Spanish

All students are allocated to different PERSONALISED LEARNING PROGRAMMES (PLPs)
and are interviewed to guide them towards the most appropriate courses.




Qualifications available

Many of the courses followed during years 10 and 11 lead to qualifications. The qualifications
wi || appear on an individual s C.V. througho

Different students will progress at different rates and will obtain different types of qualification
at different ages.

All qualifications now fit into a common National Qualifications Framework (NQF) and are

awarded points values: these are shown in the appendix.

Level 1 qualifications

Level 2 qualifications

Level 3 qualifications

Level 4 qualifications

BTEC level 1
Foundation DIPLOMA
GCSE grades D-G
OCR Nationals
Functional English
Functional ICT
Functional Maths

BTEC level 2
Higher DIPLOMA
GCSE grades A*-C
OCR Nationals
Functional English
Functional ICT
Functional Maths

BTEC level 3
Advanced DIPLOMA
A levels

BTEC level 4

Degree

Personalised Learning Programmes (PLPs)

Students are guided on to one of three Personalised Learning Programmes (PLP). The three
PLPs are designed for students who have obtained different grades in their previous
assessments and lead to different opportunities in the future.

STAGS | KS2 Midyis | Maths | KS4 KS5 Age 18+
KS4 SATS Test set Age 16 Age 18
PLP Age 11 | band*
1 555 A A* Level 2 Level 3 Degree
AL grades A/B | HE
2 4/5 AB Level 2 Level 3 Degree
AL grades A-E | HE
3 3/4 (B)CD Level 1 & Level 2 Level 2+ Level 3
FE & HE

e *Students sat Midyis tests in y7 to place them in an ability band relative to other
students nationally. Band A is the top 25% in the country.

Parents and students will be informed as to which is the most appropriate PLP. Most students
at STAGS are PLP2. Students on all programmes have the full National Curriculum
entitlement and will study all the core subjects. Students on the different PLPs will have
different forms of assessment in the core subjects as shown on the following page. Students
do not opt for courses in the core subjects: they will be allocated to classes according to their
skills in the subject.



The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 2010

This table shows the programmes which all students will follow during years 10 and 11.
Individual students should look at the line appropriate for the PLP shown on their option form.

Flexible Core Flexible Options
= 17 hours/week = 8 hours per week
PLP 1 | Englishi 2 GCSE inyll 4 GCSE
Or
KS2 Maths i 1 GCSE iny10 + AS Eg.
555 level work in y11 Option 1 | Option 2 | Option 3 Option 4
GCSE GCSE GCSE Work
Midyis | Science i 1 GCSE iny10 + 1 place
A GCSEinyll GCSE GCSE Diploma course
. . GCSE GCSE College course
ICT i OCR National Award GCSE GCSE GCSE AS
(double) business
studies
RS i GCSE short course =
PE & PSHCE Separate sciences available
PLP 2 | Englishi 2 GCSE inyl11 + 3 GCSE examined courses is the usual maximum
possibly functional skills level 2
KS2 Eg.
4/5 Maths i 1 GCSE inyl11 + Option 1 | Option 2 | Option 3 Option 4
possibly functional skills GCSE GCSE GCSE Work
Midyis place
B/C Science i 1 GCSE in yl0+1 GCSE GCSE Diploma course
GCSE in yll or OCR National GCSE GCSE CO"ege course
Award (double) GCSE | GCSE | GCSE | BTEC
GCSE GCSE GCSE hair

ICT T OCR National Award
(double or single)

RS i GCSE short course Separate sciences available

PE & PSHCE
PLP 3 | Englishi 1 or 2 GCSE in year All students have wider key skills lessons which
11 + functional English levels provide a level 1/2 CoPE (Certificate of personal
KS2 1&2 effectiveness equivalent to GCSE grade B) Award,
3/4 support for functional skills and support for other
Maths i 1 GCSE in year 11, subjects
Midyis | level 1 functional Maths &
B/C/D | possibly level 2 Eg.
Option 1 | Option 2 | Option 3 Option 4
Science 1. OCR National Award || CoPE GCSE BTEC Work
(double) place
. ) CoPE GCSE Diploma course
ICT i OCR National Award CoPE GCSE College course
(single) + possibly functional ICT CoPE GCSE Child development GCSE
assessments 1&2 +nursery
CoPE GCSE BEC Hair
RS 1 GCSE short course CoPE GCSE GCSE ?
PE & PSHCE

Hours spent studying the core subjects every week:
English 4, Maths 3, Science 4, ICT 2, PE 2, RS 1, PSHCE 1



Choosing Option Subjects

The personalised option form received with this booklet indicates the most appropriate
opportunities for individual students. Students are encouraged to talk to their subject teachers
both in school time and at the parentso6é cons
making.

In order to decide what is the most appropriate personal programme for them, a student
should consider:

1. her interests, strengths and aspirations (i.e. what she likes, would be prepared to work
hard at and feels would be useful in the future).

2. the need to develop and demonstrate a range of skills. Students are encouraged to
consider a variety of subjects by thinking about choosing subjects from different areas
of learning.

3. her prior attainments (e.g. SATS) and potential (i.e. what PLP she has been allocated
to).

Most students are expected to choose a subject related to business/applied learning as we
are a specialist college.

Students are asked to consider subjects in all skill areas and then list 8 subjects in order
of priority. It is very important that students are open to the possibility of studying different
subjects because we cannot guarantee that individuals will be allocated places in their first 4
subjects.

This is because:
e Places in classes are limited (e.g. amount of space in technology and media rooms)
e Itis impossible to timetable every possible combination of subjects.
e Courses run will depend on demand and staffing available so it may not be possible to
run all the classes indicated on the option form.

COMPLETED OPTION FORMS MUST BE RETURNED TO RECEPTION BY 9AM ON
FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2010



Off site courses
Higher Diploma Courses

Details of the Diploma courses being run in the St Albans and Harpenden area are included in
the appendix. These are new applied learning courses in which the learning experiences are
closely linked to the world of work. The PRINCIPAL LEARNING will take place during two
afternoons per week when students will need to travel to other schools or Oaklands College.
The lessons finish after the end of the normal school day and students have to make their
own way home independently of school buses. Some of the creative & media, business,
administration & finance and sport & active leisure lessons may take place at STAGS.
Students on the diploma programme study the STAGS core curriculum. This forms part of the
diploma GENERIC LEARNING and students will sit exams in Functional English, maths and
ICT. The diploma principal learning occupies 2 timetable options and students take two
additional courses from the STAGS optionschemeas t heir AADDI TI ONAL
L E AR N I.NoGé awarded the diploma (which is worth 7 GCSEs grade A*-C) students must
achieve level 2 in their functional skills and in their additional specialist learning. As part of the
diploma experience students develop their personal learning and thinking skills and complete
an EXTENDED PROJECT. Diplomas expected to run in the St Albans & Harpenden area are:

Business, administration & finance

Hair & beauty studies

Construction & the built environment

Hospitality & catering

Creative & media

ICT

Engineering

Society, health & development

Environmental & land based studies

Sport & active leisure

Applied Learning Courses at Oaklands College

The courses at Oaklands lead to a variety of qualifications as explained in the appendix.
Students must be prepared for their lessons to finish after the end of the normal school day
and to travel home independently of school buses at a later time. Oaklands courses are run at
different locations depending on the subject studied.

Animal care Smallford Campus
Beauty studies Welwyn Garden City Campus
Child care Smallford Campus
Horse care Smallford Campus

Hairdressing at Batchwood School
The hairdressing course is run at Batchwood School. Students are expected to walk to their
lessons from STAGS.
Extended work experience and Nursery experience for Child development students

Students travel independently to work experience placements. This is an important part of the
learning experience.

Information about all courses is included in the appendix.
The most suitable courses for students on different PLPs are summarised on the following
pages. Individual students will receive a personalised form for their PLP.



Name

form KS2 SATS Midyis band

Skill areas

Courses to develop these skills

Applied Learning

Working in a team

Using modern technologies
Applying skills to the world

of work

Project work

Facing challenges

Working in new places & in
new ways

Animal care BTEC*

Business, Administration & Finance DIPLOMA*
Business & Economics AS LEVEL

Business studies GCSE

Child development GCSE & nursery experience*
Construction & the built environment DIPLOMA*
Creative & media DIPLOMA*

D&T Food, Textiles or product design GCSEs
Engineering DIPLOMA*

Environmental & Land Based Studies DIPLOMA*
Extended work experience

Hair & Beauty studies DIPLOMA*

Hospitality & catering DIPLOMA*

ICT DIPLOMA*

Society, health & development DIPLOMA*

Sport & active leisure DIPLOMA*

PLP 1

Creative & technology
Coming up with ideas
Solving problems

Art GCSE
Dance GCSE
D&T Food GCSE

Creative D&T Textiles GCSE
Practical D&T product design GCSE
Physical Drama GCSE
Media studies GCSE
Music GCSE
PE GCSE
Humanities & Science Geography GCSE
Reading History GCSE

Expressing ideas in writing
Analysing & interpreting
Communication & thinking

RS (applied philosophy & ethics) GCSE
Separate sciences GCSE

Modern Foreign Languages

Communication

French GCSE
German GCSE
Italian GCSE
Spanish GCSE

1.

Circle the 2
subjects
you like
best from
each of the
boxes on
the left.

2.

List the 8
subjects
you have
circled in
order of
preference
in the table
at the
bottom of
the page

1 5
2 6
3 7
4 8

*fAi Do u b | ec tssmbtjps 2 GCSE options

- We will use this information to construct our timetable for September 2010. As we work in collaboration with
others, some timetable decisions are beyond our control. There can be no guarantees that students will be
allocated places on courses they have requested.




Name

form KS2 SATS Midyis band

Skill areas

Courses to develop these skills

Applied Learning

Working in a team

Using modern technologies
Applying skills to the world

of work

Project work

Facing challenges

Working in new places & in
new ways

Animal care BTEC*

(Applied business) Preparing for Enterprise BTEC
Beauty NVQ level 1*

Business, Administration & Finance DIPLOMA*
Business studies GCSE

Child development GCSE & nursery experience*
Construction & the built environment DIPLOMA*
Creative & media DIPLOMA*

D&T Food, Textiles or product design GCSEs
Engineering DIPLOMA*

Environmental & Land Based Studies DIPLOMA*
Extended work experience

Hairdressing (Entry level)

Hair & Beauty studies DIPLOMA*

Horse care level 1*

Hospitality & catering DIPLOMA*

ICT DIPLOMA*

Society, health & development DIPLOMA*

Sport & active leisure DIPLOMA*

PLP 2

Creative & technology
Coming up with ideas
Solving problems

Art GCSE
Dance GCSE
D&T Food GCSE

Creative D&T Textiles GCSE
Practical D&T product design GCSE
Physical Drama GCSE
Media studies GCSE
Music GCSE
PE GCSE
Humanities & Science Geography GCSE
Reading History GCSE

Expressing ideas in writing
Analysing & interpreting
Communication & thinking

RS (philosophy & ethics) GCSE
Separate sciences GCSE

1.

Circle the 2
subjects
you like
best from
each of the
boxes on
the left.

2.

List the 8
subjects
you have
circled in
order of
preference
in the table
at the
bottom of
the page

Modern Foreign Languages

Communication

French GCSE
German GCSE
Italian GCSE
Spanish GCSE

1 5
2 6
3 7
4 8

*ADoubl e subijps2optesnd: count

- We will use this information to construct our timetable for September 2010. As we work in collaboration with
others, some timetable decisions are beyond our control. There can be no guarantees that students will be
allocated places on courses they have requested.




Name

form KS2 SATS Midyis band

Skill areas

Courses to develop these skills

Applied Learning

Working in a team

Using modern technologies
Applying skills to the world

of work

Project work

Facing challenges

Working in new places & in
new ways

Animal care BTEC*

Applied business (Preparing for enterprise BTEC)
Beauty NVQ level 1*

Business, Administration & Finance DIPLOMA*
Child development GCSE & nursery experience*
Construction & the built environment DIPLOMA*
Creative & media DIPLOMA*

D&T Food, Textiles or product design GCSEs
Engineering DIPLOMA*

Environmental & Land Based Studies DIPLOMA*
Extended work experience

Hairdressing level 1

Hair & Beauty studies DIPLOMA*

Horse Care level 1*

Hospitality & catering DIPLOMA*

ICT DIPLOMA*

Society, health & development DIPLOMA*

Sport & active leisure DIPLOMA*

PLP 3

Creative & technology
Coming up with ideas
Solving problems

Art GCSE
Dance GCSE
D&T Food GCSE

Creative D&T Textiles GCSE
Practical D&T product design GCSE
Physical Drama GCSE
Media studies GCSE
Music GCSE
PE GCSE
Humanities & Science Geography GCSE

Reading

Expressing ideas in writing
Analysing & interpreting
Communication & thinking

RS (philosophy & applied ethics) GCSE

Modern Foreign Languages

Communication

French GCSE
German, Italian or Spanish GCSE

1. Circle the
2 subjects
you like
best from
each of the
boxes on
the left.

2. List the 8
subjects
you have
circled in
order of
preference
in the table
at the
bottom of
the page.

3. If you
only study 1
language
choose an
8™ subject
from
another
skill area.

1 5
CoPE level 2 (wider key skills)

2 6

3 7

4 8

*ADoubl e

subjectso:

count as 2 options

To follow a higher diploma course we must be confident that you will obtain grade Cs/level 2
in your other option subjects.

We will use this information to construct our timetable for September 2010. As we work in collaboration with
others, some timetable decisions are beyond our control. There can be no guarantees that students will be
allocated places on courses they have requested.
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CAREERS

For all careers it is important to do as well as possible in the compulsory subjects i English,
mathematics and science. In addition, specific requirements are set by further and higher
education establishments, employers and professional bodies. Details of these can be found
in reference material in the connexions resource centre. Mrs Arguelles, the head of careers,
will help you in choosing your KS4 subjects. If you need her support in making your decisions
make an appointment to see her.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
Listed below are some of the resources in the careers room which will help you with your
choice of subjects: -

AWhi ch Way Nohhave yo(rywniwcopg.a c

6013+: PathwaydheoYSuguése to GCSE choices
O0Decisions at 13/ 14+6

60ccupationsé (an d6dencyclopaediad of |jobs
Signposts

How to choose your GCSEOGSs

Connexions Resource Centre Index

JED (Job Explorer Database) i You will be taught how to use this software in your IT
lessons.

e Keyclipsi careers software for use in Year 9 and above.

11



APPENDIX
Subject descriptions & qualification values

13 Animal Care (Level 2, Oaklands College)*
14 At GCSE
15 Beauty Therapy (Level 1, Oaklands College)*
16 Business courses at STAGS
¢ Business studies GCSE
¢ (Applied business) Preparing for Enterprise BTEC
¢ Business studies & Economics AS level
20 Business, Administration & Finance Higher Diploma
22 Caring for children (Level 1 Oaklands College)*
23 Child Development (home economics) GCSE with nursery experience*
24 Construction & the Built Environment Higher Diploma*
26 CoPE (wider key skills)
27 Creative & Media Higher Diploma*
29 Dance GCSE
30 Design & technology courses
e D&T: Food GCSE
e D&T: Product Design GCSE
e D&T: Textiles GCSE
34 Drama GCSE
35 Engineering Higher Diploma*
37 English GCSE & Functional Skills
38 Environmental & Land based studies Higher Diploma*
40 Geography GCSE
41 Hair & Beauty Studies Higher Diploma*
43 Hairdressing (Entry level, Batchwood School)
44 History GCSE
45 Horse Care (Level 1, Oaklands College)*
46 Hospitality & Catering Higher Diploma*
48 ICT (STAGS core curriculum)
49 ICT Higher Diploma*
51 Mathematics GCSE & Functional Skills
52 Media studies GCSE
53 Modern Foreign languages GCSEs i French, German, Italian & Spanish
54 Music GCSE
55 PE for all students
56 PE GCSE
57 PSHCE for all students
58 Religious studies (philosophy & ethics) for all students
59 Religious studies (philosophy & ethics) GCSE
60 Science Courses (core) i science, additional science, OCR Nationals
64 Separate Science GCSEs (optional)
65 Society, Health & Development Higher Diploma*
67 Sport & Active Leisure Higher Diploma*
69 Work experience (option subject)
*College courses, Higher diploma courses & Child development GCSE count as 2
options.



BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE

ST ALBANS GI RLSO %?Q

Enterprise

ANIMAL CARE (At Oaklands College)

SUBJECT: BTEC EDEXCEL First Certificate in Animal Care
(This first Certificate is a level 2 programme equivalent to two GCSEs at A*- C grade.)

COURSE CONTENT:
¢ Animal Care, Accommodation and Handling:
This introduces the learner to the principles of housing animals and develops practical
competence in the handling, housing and nutrition of animals.
¢ Animal Health, Welfare and Behaviour:
This introduces the learner to the maintenance of animal health, first aid and behaviour.
e Animal Breeds and Grooming:
This introduces the learner to the identification of breeds, breed standards and practical
grooming.

LEARNING METHODS:

Students attend lessons at the Oaklands College Smallford Campus where there are specialist
facilities for animal care. Students complete both written assignments and take part in practical
sessions.

Students will have the opportunity to learn about these by visiting the college before the start
of the course. Transport is provided between STAGS and college. Students may arrive back
at school after the end of the normal school day and have to travel home independently of
school buses.

Students may have to provide protective clothing.

ASSESSMENT:
Students are assessed through the completion of assignments.
This first Certificate is a level 2 programme equivalent to two GCSEs at A*- C grade

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Ainsworth

Business &
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ART GCSE

SUBJECT: GCSE Art And Design Edexcel

COURSE CONTENT
The course provides students with the opportunity to develop visual skills and to express
ideas by working through projects and assignments.

There are opportunities to experiment with different media in order to explore individual
strengths and preferences. A wide range of options are available and it is possible to
specialise or to work in several areas.

Knowledge of contemporary and historical art & design is acquired through work in school
and by visiting galleries, museums, workshops and studios.

This course is suitable for students who are:
e keen to develop their visual skills
committed to and love art
creative, enthusiastic and imaginative
able to sustain an investigation
able to enjoy visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios
willing to experiment and take risks in their work
willing to review their progress and make improvements.

LEARNING METHODS

The GCSE work includes a range of activities and in-depth assignments. Students will
have the opportunity to experiment with different media in order to explore their strengths
and preferences. There are a wide range of options within the endorsements, or they may
choose to work in several areas. Whatever students choose, the main aim of the course is
to develop their visual language skills.

Students produce a comprehensive portfolio of work which enables them to progress to
level 3 courses such as AS art and design, BTEC Nationals in art and design and the
creative and media diploma.

ASSESSMENT

This art and design course is made up of two units.

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio in Art and Design i internally set and marked; assessed
through controlled assessment.

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Art and Design i externally set theme and
internally marked.

Both units are assessed using four Assessment Objectives. These can be summed up as:
develop, review/experiment, record and present.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Miss H Bowman (Head of Art), or alternatively you can access the website
www.edexcel.com or look at the BBC Bitesize website.

14
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BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE

BEAUTY THERAPY (At Oaklands College)

ST ALBANS GI RLSO %ETQ

SUBJECT: Beauty Therapy VTCT NVQ level 1

COURSE CONTENT:

The course covers areas such as

Health and Safety

Reception

Anatomy and physiology

Preparing and maintaining the beauty therapy area
Assisting with facial treatments

Assisting with hand (manicure) treatments

The course is designed for students with a genuine interest in beauty therapy, good
interpersonal skills and a willingness to demonstrate a professional, mature attitude with
colleagues, tutors and members of the public. Students will learn customer care and service
skills which develop the ability to work in the salon environment.

LEARNING METHODS:

The course is taught in specialised facilities at the Oaklands Welwyn Garden City Campus.
The course includes practical work and students are expected to provide a beauty kit, uniform,
textbook and a portfolio. Students are transported to Welwyn Garden City. They will return to
school after the end of the normal school day and will have to travel home independently of
school buses.

ASSESSMENT:

Students are assessed throughout the year in the college salon on real clients. Practical and
written assessments for all five units must be passed to obtain the NVQ level 1 beauty therapy
qualification.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Ainsworth

Business &
Enterprise
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BUSINESS COURSES

We hope to run 4 business courses designed to meet the needs of students with
different interests and best suited to different learning styles:

BUSINESS STUDIES GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 2 PREPARING FOR ENTERPRISE
(APPLIED BUSINESS)

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS AS LEVEL

BUSINESS FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION, HIGHER
DIPLOMA

16



4 ST ALBANS GI RLSH Q;Q
: BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE m
o)

Iy =Y

EONS

h

L

Business &
Enterprise

BUSINESS STUDIES GCSE

SUBJECT: Business Studies

COURSE CONTENT:

It is unlikely that you will have studied business before taking this course, but that does not
matter. You might have an interest in business, and want to start your own business one
day. You may have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about the world around
you, how businesses are set up, and what it is that makes someone a great entrepreneur.

What will I learn?

You will be introduced to the world of small businesses and will look at what makes someone
a successful business person. You will find out how to develop an idea and spot an
opportunity, and turn that into a successful business. You will understand how to make a
business effective and manage money well. You will also see how the world around us
affects small businesses and all the people involved.

LEARNING METHODS:

This course is both active and enjoyable. You need to be good at communicating and
explaining your ideas, and not afraid of learning new things and working with numbers to
solve business problems. You will learn how to be a creative thinker and how to make
deci sions. Whatdés more, you will also | ear
investigation, as well as through practical tasks.

ASSESSMENT:

During the course you will take written examinations and carry out a controlled assessment
task. The written examination papers include multiple-choice and objective test questions
based on the unit.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr J Doyle
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APPLIED BUSINESS:
OPREPARI NG FOR ENTE

SUBJECT: Edexcel | evel 2 BTEC aw/{

COURSE CONTENT:
The O0Preparing for Eantmdemicadnd lige&killpaurdcgluma Tinenam af s
this course is to empower young people by teaching key enterprise skills, beliefs and attitudes
that will enable them to start and run their own small business within school. It also offers an
incentive to personal development through linking learning to making money and encouraging
economic independence.

To achieve the whole qualification, students must successfully complete two core units and
one specialist unit from a choice of three.

Core units
Unit 1 Preparing yourself for business
Unit 2 Preparing to start and run your business

Specialist units

Unit 3 Legislation and regulations for small businesses
Unit 4 Planning for marketing and sales
Unit 5 Plan for the financial needs of a business

LEARNING METHODS:

Activity Sheets T investigations / case-studies
Use of ICT

Individual and group work

External speakers and business visits

DVD / presentations / role-plays

Keeping up to date with business news

T>o T T T T T

ASSESSMENT:

No written exam. Students to complete a business plan folder and one formal assignment.
Both are externally assessed by the exam board. This course has been accredited a Level 2
and is equivalent to a 0B06 grade at GCSE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Currie

RP
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BUSINESS STUDIES & ECONOMICS AS LEVEL

SUBJECT: GCE EDEXCEL BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS (AS:8EBO01)

COURSE CONTENT:

Unit 1 Developing New Business Ideas covers the characteristics students would need to
develop to be successful in business and how new and existing businesses generate their
product or service ideas and test them though market research. Students will also need to
consider the competition in the market; the economic climate; how the business might be
financed and how much revenue the idea may generate.

Unit 2a Managing the Business covers key activities which students may be involved in if
they were to set up and/or manage a business whether small, medium-sized or large. It also
introduces students to some basic management tools and models.

ASSESSMENT:
Number of
marks
Unit number allocated in
and unit title | Level Assessment information the unit
Unit 1: AS Exam length: 1 hour 15 mins. 70
Developing Section A: Supported multiple choice questions
New Business where students write a short justification. 32
ideas marks.
Section B: Questions based on data. 38 marks.
Unit 2a: AS Exam length: 1 hour 15 mins. 70
Managing the Section A: Supported multiple choice questions
Business where students write a short justification. 24
marks.
Section B: Questions based on data. 46 marks.

LEARNING METHODS:
This course is suitable for students who:-
U Are prepared to take an interest in current business and economics issues.
U  Want to learn how to analyse information effectively and be able to suggest solutions
to real problems affecting businesses, the economy and business.
U Enjoy analysing and presenting the merits of alternative courses of action.
U Want to gain a background in business to enable you to enter a future management
position in any organisation, be it business related or not.
U Prefer exams to coursework.
Throughout the course you will develop a clear and concise style of writing used in business,
enabling you to communicate effectively in a business setting. You will also learn how to
analyse and interpret economic indicators, to enable you to work out how they may affect a
business and what action should be taken to benefit from these or minimise the damage!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr J Doyle
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CARING FOR CHILDREN (At Oaklands College)

SUBJECT:
Foundation Award in Caring For Children (FACC) Level 1

COURSE CONTENT:
Students learn about
e Personal development
Human growth and development from birth to old age
Food and nutrition
Health and safety practices in the home and group settings
Care of children
Play and practical activities
Preparation towards working in a child care setting

LEARNING METHODS:

The course takes place at the Smallford Campus of Oaklands College and is practical in
nature. It suits students who prefer practical tasks, project work and being continually
assessed rather than taking lots of exams. Students will have the opportunity to visit the
college before the course begins. Transport is provided between school and college.
Students may arrive back at school after the normal end of the school day and have to travel
home independently of school buses.

ASSESSMENT:
The course is assessed by the completion of assignments.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Ainsworth
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT (HOME ECONOMICS) GCSE WITH
NURSERY EXPERIENCE

SUBJECT:. Home Economics i Child Development - AQA
COURSE CONTENT:

€., *9
This option combines an academic GCSE course (2 hours per week) m
with practical nursery experience (1 half day per week). The course -

-

promotes an interest in and understanding of family life and the

development of children. It also encourages positive attitudes towards parenthood and
to the family in society. The practical experience will allow students to relate what they
learn in class to the real world. The new controlled assessment regulations mean that
almost all of the coursework will be done in school, not at home.

Topics covered include:-

e Parenthood and pregnancy
Physical development
Nutrition and health
Intellectual, social and emotional development of children
Community provision for children and their families
Educati onal provision for the under 5

LEARNING METHODS:

A variety of learning methods will be used including discussion,
presentations to the class, group work and visiting speakers (if it is
possible to arrange this). It is hoped to arrange nursery placements at a
convenient location close to school o r near t he s
Students will travel independently to placements.

ASSESSMENT:

Coursework makes up 60% of the final assessment. This involves the study of a pre-
school child (visits take place out of school hours) and written evidence will be required
to support this work. There will also be a research task. It is very important that you
make effective use of ICT in all areas of class and coursework.

There is one 1% hour exam worth 40%. Questions start with simple one answer
questions leading to structured and free response questions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mrs. H. Fowler, Head of Child Development. Exam website: www.aqga.org.uk
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CoPE (Wider key skills)

SUBJECT: ASDAN CoPE (wider key skills) levels 1&2

COURSE CONTENT:

The content of the CoPE (wider key skills) learning support programme is personalised to

meet the needs of individual students. Students spend two hours per week with an adult who

is able to support their progress during years 10 and 11. The teacher will get to know students

personally and identify their strengths and weaknesses. The lessons are designed to develop

the key skills (e.g. communication, working with others, problem solving) which will help

ensure that students are successful in other lessons.

Activities will include:

e Developing the wider key skills and working on a portfolio of evidence for CoPE
accreditation.

¢ Developing communication skills and working on a portfolio of evidence for level 1 and
level 2 functional skills accreditation.

¢ Individual help in planning work and revising for tests in other subjects.

¢ Individual help in overcoming difficulties encountered in other subjects.

LEARNING METHODS:

Activities in lessons will include 1:1 support from an adult, individual tasks, presentations and
group work.

ASSESSMENT:

Students are prepared to be accredited for ASDAN CoPE in level 2 at the end of year 11.
This is equivalent to GCSE grade B. Assessment is by completion of a portfolio of evidence.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mrs M Nichols
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DANCE GCSE

SUBJECT: Dance AQA

COURSE CONTENT:

e Students will study a range of dance styles.

e They will develop physical, technical and expressive skills.

e They will develop skill, knowledge and understanding of choreography.

e They will develop a critical appreciation of dance.

e Theatre visits to see live dance performance will form part of the learning process.
We are very excited to be able to offer GCSE dance at STAGS and this is a great opportunity for
students to use skills, which they may have been developing outside of school for years, to gain a
valuable qualification. However it is not necessary for students to dance outside school as long as they
are prepared to work hard when they get to the lessons. Although other styles of dance will be studied
the course uses a modern contemporary style of dance as its basis.

LEARNING METHODS:

The vast majority of the content of this course will be delivered in a practical setting. With a minimum
amount of classroom work relating to the appreciation of professional dance works occurring over the
2 years.

The students work on performance tasks: which may take the format of performing to an invited
audience, choreographic tasks: where they take an idea and choreograph their own solo or group
dance, technical tasks: where they learn a piece of dance and work to improve certain aspects of that
dance.

These tasks may be done individually or in small groups in order to develop the skills needed to create
the assessed pieces of work nearer the end of the course.

ASSESSMENT:

Critical appreciation of dance

Written paper 20% of the total marks (1 hour) = 50 marks

Students answer questions on two professional works.

Set dance

Practical exam, 20% of the total marks = 30 marks

Students perform one solo dance of approximately 1i 1% minutes.

Performance in a duo/group dance related to a set professional work

Controlled assessment (marked by STAGS staff and moderated by the board) 20% of the total marks
= 30 marks

Students perform in a dance for 2, 3, 4 or 5 dancers, lasting 3i 3% minutes.

Choreography

Controlled assessment (marked by STAGS staff and moderated by the board)

40% of the total marks

Task 1 Solo composition task

15% of the total marks = 20 marks

The students choreograph a solo dance that lasts 1-1% mins long.

Task 2 Choreography

25% of the total marks =40 marks

Each student choreographs either a solo dance lasting 1%2i 2 minutes OR a group dance for 2, 3, 4 or
5 dancers, lasting 2%.1 3 minutes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mrs R Wheatley (Teacher in Charge of Dance) or alternatively you can access the website
www.AQA.com
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: FOOD GCSE
SUBJECT: Design and Technology: Food AQA
COURSE CONTENT: n
This GCSE D&T course will build upon the design-and-make skills used in KS3,
developing knowledge and understanding within Food. C >

Food Technology is a subject where you will gain practical skills that are

relevant to everyday life, both at home and at work. You will use and develop

many key skills, especially communication, numeracy and ICT, and you will become effective
independent learners. The coursework is demanding, but the final products and portfolios give
most pupils a sense of real achievement and satisfaction, as well as something to be proud of at
home and in future interviews. The new controlled assessment regulations mean that almost all
of the coursework will be done in school, not at home.

Topics covered will include T nutrition, a study of the special dietary needs of different groups,
modification of recipes, methods of cooking, function of ingredients, manufacturing in quantity,
production methods, use of ICT in the industry especially CAD/CAM, health and safety.

LEARNING METHODS:

The course is taught through short, focused practical tasks. There is also
an opportunity to sit the Basic Food Hygiene Certificate.

Here is an idea of what you might be doing in Y10.

You will select and adapt your own recipes to cover a range of topics e.g.
healthy eating, meeting the needs of a target group, developing
knowledge of ingredients and practical skills.

Group work, power point presentations, research, disassembly and food
tasting are other teaching styles used in lessons.

We hope to give you all the opportunity to make at least one visit during
the course or hear from a visiting speaker, particularly concerning the
industrial applications part of the course but this is not always possible.

ASSESSMENT: The course will be assessed by AQA.

2 hr written exam 1 includes a design gquestion, the context of which is released to students prior
to the exam (40%). Plus a controlled assessment of 45 hours, (60%) consisting of a single
design and make activity selected from a range of board set tasks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mrs. H. Fowler, Head of Food, Textiles and Child Development, Ms Cooper, Mrs Cantwell.
Exam website: www.aga.org.uk
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN GCSE

SUBJECT: Design and Technology: Product design AQA

COURSE CONTENT:

This GCSE D&T course will build upon the design-and-make skills used in KS3,
developing knowledge and understanding within graphic products and resistant
materials (some or all of paper & board, wood, metal and plastics).

Product design is a subject where you will gain practical skills that are relevant to
everyday life, both at home and at work. You will use and develop many key skills, especially
communication, numeracy, problem solving and ICT, and you will become effective
independent learners. The coursework is demanding, but the final products and portfolios give
most pupils a sense of real achievement and satisfaction, as well as something to be proud of
at home and in future interviews. The new controlled assessment regulations mean that almost
all of the coursework will be done in school, not at home.

Topics covered will include: Use of a range of tools, machines and processes, CAD/CAM,
industrial production, knowledge and understanding of properties of materials (paper & card,
metals, woods, plastics, or smart materials), different types of drawing and rendering, data
presentation (tables, charts and graphs), model making, developments (nets), forming (e.g.
vacuum forming), packaging, marketing and advertising, evolution of product design, product
analysis, environmental issues, quality control and health and safety.

ICT will be used extensively for desk top publishing, graphics (including drawing, editing digital
photos and scanned pictures), spreadsheets and charts, nets and flow charts and CNC work.

LEARNING METHODS:
We try to teach as much of the theory as we can through practical work.
P Here is an idea of what you might be designing and making in Y10:
A pop-up card; A board game; a candle holder; a small stool or table

Group work, power point presentations, disassembly and research are other
teaching styles used in lessons.

We hope to give you all the opportunity to make at least one visit during the
course or to hear from a visiting speaker, particularly concerning the
industrial applications part of the course, but this is not always possible.

ASSESSMENT:

There is one written exam paper of 2 hours carrying 40% of the total marks, including a design
question for which you get some prior information and a chance to research before the exam.

60% of the final grade is dependent on a design-and-make project. This may be begun in the

summer term of Y10 and will take approx. 45 hours of school time.

In this project you will be given a choice of titles to investigate and then you research or recall
relevant knowledge and make informed decisions about what is required. You will then have to
provide a variety of ideas, plan and carry out the making of a solution and finally test and
evaluate the results. The use of ICT in designing, making and presenting your work is very
important.

You will be working individually for most of this time, so you will need to show considerable
independence and make sure that you meet the deadlines for each part of the project.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Lacey or Mr Sithole. Exam website: www.aqga.org.uk
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: TEXTILES GCSE

SUBJECT: Design and Technology: Textiles AQA

COURSE CONTENT:

This GCSE D&T course will build upon the design-and-make skills used in
KS3, developing knowledge and understanding within Textiles.

Textile Technology is a subject where you will gain practical skills that are
relevant to everyday life, both at home and at work. You will use and develop
many key skills, especially communication, numeracy and ICT, and you will become effective
independent learners. The coursework is demanding, but the final products and portfolios give
most pupils a sense of real achievement and satisfaction, as well as something to be proud of at
home and in future interviews. The new controlled assessment regulations mean that almost all of
the coursework will be done in school, not at home.

Topics covered will include T equipment used in the subject, fibre and fabric production and their
properties, construction techniques e.g. zips, different manufacturing production methods, use of
ICT in the industry especially CAD/CAM, health and safety.

LEARNING METHODS:

We try to teach as much of the theory as we can through practical work.
\ Here is an idea of what you might be doing in Y10

‘v\/;

‘/O © Textile equipment holder

Creative technique wallhanging.

777
Ll\ \ Group work, power point presentations, disassembly and research are
other teaching styles used in lessons.
We hope to give you all the opportunity to make at least one visit during
~— the course or hear from a visiting speaker, particularly concerning the
industrial appllcatlons part of the course but this is not always possible.

ASSESSMENT: The course will be assessed by AQA

2 hr written exam 1 includes a design question, the context of which is released to students prior to
the exam (40%). Plus a controlled assessment of 45 hours, (60%) consisting of a single design and
make activity selected from a range of board set tasks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mrs. H. Fowler, Head of Textiles or Miss Gales. Exam website: www.aga.org.uk
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DRAMA GCSE
SUBJECT: Drama Edexcel 2DRO1
COURSE CONTENT:
Y10 Autumn -6Protest 6: focusing on the suf
- Folk tales, fairy tales, fantasy.
Y10 Spring - Continuing folk tales etc.
- 6 Ki nd e r tirthe pracpcal explération of a play
text.
Y 10 Summer - Performance i Practical project i The creation of a group
devised play.
Y11 Autumn - 0 P o wieexpforation of a theme, first GSCE

Y11 Spring/Summer

assessment practical and written 30%.

0 The Crexporation offull length play text 1

second GCSE assessment practical and written 30%.

Theatre visit.

Completion of O0The Qmwarking towaed$ .
final practical exam.

Ten weeks preparation and performance in small

groups of an original devised play to an outside

examiner.

LEARNING METHODS:

Group improvisation.

Exploration of play texts.

Discussion.

Writing about drama.

Theatre visits.

ASSESSMENT:

60% practical/written coursework. 40% practical exam.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr A Hart
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ENGLISH GCSE & FUNCTIONAL SKILLS

SUBJECT: English and English Literature
AQA Specification (English)
AQA Specification (English Literature) (TO BE CONFIRMED)

COURSE CONTENT:

These subjects are taught together in Years 10 and 11 as they are in Years 7 to 9.

Two years of GCSE study lead to two separate qualifications in English and English
Literature.

Students learn how to read, understand and respond to a variety of literary texts, including
a play by Shakespeare, a modern play, a collection of poetry, a 19" century prose text and
a modern novel. In many respects, the course is an extension of the kind of work
undertaken at Key Stage 3, but with greater emphasis on critical application of texts.
Students will also read study and compose a variety of non-fiction texts. Students will also
study functional skills in English.

LEARNING METHODS:

In lessons a wide variety of activities are undertaken. As in Key Stage 3, there will be
collective reading of texts, discussion, group work, role play, writing tasks, research and
debates. Film and TV versions of set texts are used to bring the texts to life. ICT is used
increasingly to enable the girls to engage in debate and discussion of the texts and to find
out more about them. At GCSE, there is an emphasis on independent learning and
students are encouraged to prepare and deliver formal presentations.

ASSESSMENT:

For English the students are assessed both internally, with written and spoken controlled
assessments, and externally in a written examination. For English Literature there are
three written units, all externally assessed. Students may also be entered for functional
skills assessments.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Raywood (ActingHead of English), your daughter
specification at www.aga.org.uk
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE

SUBJECT: Geography Edexcel B

COURSE CONTENT:

The new GCSE geography specification focuses on the changing world. The specification
gives students a chance to learn about these changes. Climate change and sustainability
feature more in newspapers and on television and have become an important part of our
lives. These environmental topics are a very important element of the course.

By studying important physical processes in topics such as, Restless Earth, climate and
change, Battle for the Biosphere and water world, students will gain better understanding of
how these topics are interlinked and how t

Students will also build an overall understanding of human geography by studying topics such
as population dynamics, living spaces, consuming resources and changing cities.

LEARNING METHODS:

Students are taught using a variety of methods and resources. Students will have a textbook
that provides the basis for the specification content and this is enhanced using DVDs, video
clips, internet resources and various publications. Discussions, presentations, role play and
decision making exercises are used, particularly when studying real examples. Students will
inevitably develop a range of skills that will help in other subjects and in employment, such as
ICT, research, map skills and graphical skills.

Fieldwork is an essential component of the course. It will be carried out on individual days
during the course to fit in with the topics studied. It also provides data for the controlled
assessment(s) students will do in school.

ASSESSMENT:

Students will be expected to do a controlled assessment (worth 25% of the overall exam),
which will involve planning, researching and collecting fieldwork data and then processing it in
school under the supervision of classroom teachers. Pupils will also prepare a synoptic paper
based on pre-released materials (worth 25% of the overall exam). The trial 50% is made up
of 2 exams covering the physical and human topics. Unit 1 to be taken in June in year 10
(25%).

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs Jobson
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HAIRDRESSING (at Batchwood School)

SUBJECT: Hairdressing

COURSE CONTENT:

Students are taught by a practising hairdresser in a purpose built salon. They are given the
opportunity to develop practical skills and to learn about the hairdressing business.

LEARNING METHODS:

Students are required to be highly responsible and have to walk to Batchwood school for their
lessons. There is some written work but students also use models and work on each other in
order to develop their practical skills. Some equipment is provided but students may be
required to buy some items for their own use.

ASSESSMENT:

Students complete a portfolio of work and receive formal accreditation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mrs Ainsworth
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HISTORY GCSE

SUBJECT: Edexcel History A 2HAO1

COURSE CONTENT:

The course comprises 4 units and covers a range of modern World History topics. Over the 2
years students wil/ study 61930s Ger manyb6,
War in Britain ¢.1900-1 9 2 8 6 .

Each unit will test different historical skills. These include source analysis, evaluation and
identifying and explaining the significance of causes, key features and consequences of
events.

Students will carry out a controlled assessment unit where they will complete tasks under
supervision produced by the awarding body. This will be done within the framework of the 4
unit course.

LEARNING METHODS:

Lessons are taught using a variety of methods and resources. Film, pictures and other
sources supplement the material in the textbooks which are issued to every student. Group
work and individual assignments are carried out throughout the course. We also attend an
6exam bustingd workshop and revision confe
students to travel to Berlin to visit sitesofint er est connected to the
Germany.

ASSESSMENT:
Each unit makes up 25% of the total mark.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Miss T Miles (Head of History), Miss J Daniels, Mrs V Grant or Mr C Warren.
www.edexcel.org.uk
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HORSE CARE (at Oaklands College)

SUBJECT: Land based studies T Horse Care (C&G level 1)

COURSE CONTENT:

The level 1 certificate in land based studies includes:

Sate and efficient practices in land based studies

Develop performance in land based studies

Assist with the preparation for exercise and aftercare of horses
Assist with the handling and restraint of animals

Maintain the health of horses

Assist with the feeding and watering of animals

Assist with the exercise of animals

LEARNING METHODS:

This course is taught at the Smallford Campus of Oaklands College. It will involve both
practical and theoretical work. Students should have some prior experience of working with
horses before the course begins. Students may have to provide specialist clothing. Transport
is provided between STAGS and Oaklands. Students may return after the end of the school
day and have to travel home independently of school buses.

ASSESSMENT:

Assessment is through completion of assignments.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mrs Ainsworth
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ICT 1 OCR Nationals and Functional skills

SUBJECT:
OCR Nationals ICT
OCR Functional Skills levels 1 and 2

COURSE CONTENT:

All students will follow a course to develop their ICT skills and fulfil the National Curriculum
requirements. Students will be placed into a group according to the way they work best in
ICT and entered for an appropriate assessment. For most students this is likely to be a level
2 OCR Nationals assessment. Studying for Functional Skills level 2 is a requirement for
students following a Diploma course and may be appropriate for some other students.

The OCR Nationals is based on practical work and problem solving. This is a modern ICT
qualification where pupils can achieve the equivalent points value of 1or 2 GCSEs
depending on the number of units taken. It is assessed by completion of coursework tasks
which focus on all the major software groups: word processing, databases, spreadsheets,
presentation, desktop publishing, and communications software as well as providing
opportunities for work with sound, animation and graphics.

Functional Skills focus on the use of ICT to find, develop and present information working
with numbers, text, images in a practical fashion.

LEARNING METHODS:
e Practical software exercises
e Problem solving using ICT
e Exploring the use of ICT in modern society through discussion, debate and research
independently and through group work

ASSESSMENT:

OCR Nationals i 2 - 4 coursework projects (100% of the mark) comprising tasks which
demand use of all the major software groups (worth 1 or 2 GCSEs in points depending on
how many units taken and completed)

Functional Skills ICT level 1 and 2 to be assessed by a practical exam

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr Laming

OCR Nationals Information: http://www.ocrnationals.com/level2 ict.php

Functional Skills information: http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/fs/ict/12/index.aspx
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MATHEMATICS GCSE & FUNCIONAL SKILLS

SUBJECT: Edexcel GCSE in Mathematics (Linear)(1380)

COURSE CONTENT:

Using and applying mathematics
e Problem solving
e Communicating
e Reasoning
Number and algebra
¢ Numbers and the number system
e Calculations
e Solving numerical problems
e Equations, formulae and identities
e Sequences, functions and graphs
Shape, space and measure
e Geometrical reasoning
e Transformations and coordinates
e Measures and constructions

Handling data
e Specifying the problem and planning
e Collecting data
e Processing and representing data
e Interpreting and discussing results

LEARNING METHODS:

Lessons are normally in three parts. There will be a mental starter followed by the main
core of the lesson and finally a plenary to assess knowledge gained. Homework will
usually be set twice per week and regular testing takes place throughout the course.

ASSESSMENT:

GCSE assessment is through two terminal papers - one with a calculator and one
without. There is no coursework element in GCSE mathematics. There are two tiers of
entry. Foundation tier can lead to any of grades C - G and Higher tier which can lead
to grades A* -D.

Some students will be given the opportunity to work for a level 1 qualification.

In addition pupils may be assessed for functional skills Maths at levels 1 or 2.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs M Newman and Mrs H Moore
See also www.edexcel.org.uk/gcsemaths
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MEDIA STUDIES GCSE

SUBJECT: GCSE Media OCR

COURSE CONTENT:

In order to develop a critical awareness of media texts, students are required to

e interpret and read texts within different genres ranging from advertising to
documentary. (They analyse the meanings, contexts and language within both print
based and moving image media texts.)

e produce their own professional pieces, for example a themed video. (The practical
coursework element is challenging and students will need to be able to cope with
independent learning.)

LEARNING METHODS:

Lesson activities include

e practical sessions making film/magazines.

e analysing media texts through creative and written activities.

e group/individual work with innovative techniques looking at a wide range of media both
moving and still.

ASSESSMENT:

Assessment consists of 50% practical work including the making of a short film and 50%
exam (1 paper) in which students analyse media texts and answer questions on various
aspects of the subject.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr Paton

52




StALBANSGIRLS6 SCHO
BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE

Nogig ok FUTURY

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE GCSEs

SUBJECT: French (Edexcel 2FR01), German, Italian, Spanish

COURSE CONTENT:
If you enjoy talking to other people, finding out how language works and learning about
different countries and cultures, then studying a foreign language is an excellent
choice!
GCSE modern languages aim to:
e build upon skills and language acquired at KS3
e develop transferable language learning skills
e develop effective and confident communicators.
e apply the 4 skills of speaking and writing, listening and reading to a variety of
contexts.
There are 4 common topic areas for listening and reading:
e Out and about.
e Customer services and transactions.
e Personal information and future plans.
e Education and work.
Speaking and writing skills focus on:
e Media and culture, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, business work and
employment.

LEARNING METHODS:
There is;
o flexibility and scope for personalised learning
e choice of focus in controlled speaking and writing assessments
e choice of tier in listening and reading papers
¢ emphasis on active use and manipulation of language
use of group/pairwork, powerpoint and audio blogging.

ASSESSMENT:

You can take listening and reading papers at either foundation or higher tier. The
guestions are in English and together they count for 40% of the total marks.

Speaking and writing count for 60% of the total marks.

The speaking is conducted and marked by your own teacher. There are 2 tasks each
lasting 4-6 minutes related to the same theme. You can choose a picture based
stimulus or give a presentation followed by discussion or take part in an unscripted role
play. These 2 tasks can be taken at any time over the 2 years.

There are 2 separate writing tasks which are carried out under teacher supervision.
Students aiming for at least a grade C should produce approximately 200 words for
each task. Work is externally marked.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mrs Morgan, Head of Modern Languages or your subject teacher(s)

Donét forget that taking a modern forei
allow you to have more fun when travelling abroad

enable you to continue to AS and A2 courses

give an important extra dimension to your CV

enable you to get a job more easily in companies with international links

work abroad.
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