
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

           

 

 

 

October 2009 

 

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

I would like to welcome you to St Albans Girls’ School.  What follows is a brief 

‘snapshot’ of what life might be like for a STAGS student.  It also gives parents 

some general information about our academic standards and expectations.  

 

STAGS is a happy school where students’ needs are assessed on an individual 

basis by extremely competent, caring and well qualified staff.  All students will 

have the opportunity to develop their own skills and attributes in lesson time and 

through our extensive programme of extra-curricular activities. 

 

I hope that what you see in the school and read about here will encourage you to 

entrust your daughter to our care. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Chris Murrell 

Head teacher 

 

*Please be aware that all information is correct at the time of going to print but is 

subject to change throughout the year.  If in doubt, please contact the Head teacher. 
 

 

ST ALBANS GIRLS’ SCHOOL  

BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE 
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CURRICULUM STATEMENT 
 

 

1. St Albans Girls‟ School, Business & Enterprise College‟s curriculum is designed to fulfil 

the school‟s aim of enabling all students to reach their potential.  The curriculum is 

designed, through relevant and enjoyable activity, to encourage each student to develop 

her/his intellectual, physical and personal qualities to the full.  The curriculum should enable 

each student to appreciate her/his cultural heritage and the needs and opportunities of the 

modern world.  Schemes of work and teaching techniques are designed to meet the school‟s 

aims which state that we will:  

 

 Have high expectations of all students in all areas of school life in line with their abilities; 

 Encourage students‟ confidence, self esteem and sense of individual purpose; 

 Value all students as individuals so that they can achieve their full academic and personal 

potential; 

 Provide an environment to allow students to develop moral and spiritual values; 

 Assist students to develop critical abilities, independence of thought and a life long 

enthusiasm for learning; 

 Establish mutual respect between all members of the school community; 

 Provide a broad curriculum; 

 Create a positive, secure and purposeful atmosphere; 

 Recognise that mistakes provide a learning opportunity; 

 Foster links with parents/carers and the wider community; 

 Encourage excellence in every area of school life. 

 

The Business & Enterprise mission statement explains:  

 

“We will empower our young people to take charge of all aspects of their lives in a 

changing, competitive and volatile world according to their individual talents, interests and 

aspirations. 

 

We will enable students to leave the school with the qualifications, skills and knowledge 

necessary for the business world.  This will make them independent and resourceful young 

people who will be highly equipped to take advantage of their future studies and to become 

leaders within their chosen field of work”. 
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2. Coherent programmes of study are planned to ensure that there is progression from one key 

stage to the next.  The National Curriculum is available to all students and this is enhanced 

by additional activities at the school.  All students follow a course in religious studies (RS) 

unless their parents/carers exercise their legal right to withdraw them on religious grounds 

by contacting the head teacher in writing. The curriculum is subject to review and 

development: as a consequence, courses run will change from year to year. Additional 

activities include extra curricular sport, music and drama, citizenship in action activities and 

business and enterprise experiences.  The house system fosters competition and co-operation 

and provides opportunities to develop self-confidence and leadership skills. 

 

3. Throughout the school, emphasis is given to the development of personal learning & 

thinking skills (PLTS), literacy, numeracy and the use of information & communication 

technology (ICT). 

  

Timetabled lessons in English, mathematics and science in years 7 – 11 ensure that the 

requirements for National Curriculum assessment are met and that the skills of 

communication, numeracy, problem solving, working with others, and independent learning 

are fully developed.  These key skills along with the ability to use information technology 

developed in ICT lessons underpin success in other areas of the curriculum.  These essential 

skills in addition to other employability skills (eg: social skills) are further developed in a 

cross curricular context.   

 

At all key stages students are encouraged to become independent learners and to take 

personal responsibility for their progress by using the school library and ICT facilities. They 

take part in Business & Enterprise and Applied Learning opportunities throughout the 

school in lessons, during enterprise activity days and through participation in house 

activities. 

 

4.   At Key Stage 3 (years 7, 8 and 9) all students follow the same subject based curriculum: 

 

Key Stage 3 curriculum summary for 2009/10 

Subjects studied 

for 4 hours per 

week 

Subjects 

studied for 3 

hours per 

week 

Subjects 

studied for 

2 hours per 

week 

Subjects studied for 1 hour 

per week 

Modern languages 

(this is 2 languages 

for most students; 

a small number do 

1 language plus 

learning support) 

Maths Design & 

Technology 

Art History 

English PE Music Geography 

Science (4hr 

in y9) 

Drama (not 

in year 9) 

RS 

ICT PSHCE 

 

Lessons are provided in the core subjects of English, mathematics and science.  Separate 

biology, chemistry and physics modules are taught to enable students to appreciate the 

distinctive nature of the different sciences.  

  

Students are encouraged to appreciate the contributions which all subjects make to a 

balanced education and the major curriculum areas of creative arts, humanities, modern 
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foreign languages and technology are all equally valued.  Lessons take place in all the 

National Curriculum foundation subjects.  A large number of topics are studied in outline to 

give students the subject appreciation necessary for future course choices, while other topics 

are studied in depth to ensure academic rigour.  

  

Creative subjects studied are art, music, drama and physical education.  In humanities, 

students have separate lessons in history, geography and religious studies (RS).  Most 

students are allocated places in two modern foreign languages determined by the school.  

Currently French, German, Spanish and Italian are taught.  From 2010 French and Spanish 

will be the only two languages taught from year 7.  All students who are able to benefit from 

the study of two modern foreign languages are given the opportunity to do so.  For the 

minority of students for whom the further study of English is likely to be more 

advantageous, special lessons are provided.  Design and technology includes distinct 

modules in the use of food, textiles, and product design. There are timetabled lessons in ICT 

including a block of lessons related to business themes in each of years 7, 8 and 9. 

 

All students are taught personal, social, health and citizenship education (PSHCE).  This 

includes careers education and guidance. A number of learning activity days and off site 

visits take place to enable students to develop their skills outside the normal learning 

environment. 

 

5.   At Key Stage 4 (years 10 and 11) students are able to exercise more choice over the 

programme of study which they follow: 

 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum Summary for 2009/10 

 

Core subjects 

Studied by all students 

17 hours 

Optional subjects 

Students study 4 subjects (each for 2 hours) 

English 

Maths 

Science 

ICT 

RS 

PE 

PSHCE 

Art Food Preparing 

for 

enterprise 

Hairdressing at 

Batchwood School 

Drama Textiles Business 

studies 

Courses at Oaklands* 

Animal care 

Beauty 

Child care 
Media 

studies 

French Geography 

Music German History 

 

 

Diploma courses*  

Creative & media 

Engineering 

Hospitality & catering PE Spanish CoPE/ 

learning 

support 
Extended work 

experience Separate 

sciences 

Subjects marked * count as 2 options  

 

 Lessons in the core National Curriculum subjects of English, mathematics, ICT and science 

continue for all. 

 

 In order to maintain breadth and balance in the curriculum and to enable students to develop 

their individual strengths, everyone is expected to study a range of subjects.  It is possible to 
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take up to ten full GCSE examinations and the flexible option scheme encourages students 

to follow courses from different curriculum areas.  Courses running in 2009/2010 are: 

creative and practical (art, drama, media studies, music and physical education), humanities 

(business studies, preparing for enterprise, geography and history) design and technology 

(food and textiles) and modern languages (French, German and Spanish).  Extended work 

experience, GCSE child development and courses in subjects such as hairdressing, child 

care and animal care are also available at local institutions including Oaklands College. 

Students have access to diploma courses run by the St Albans & Harpenden Partnership 

Group and STAGS is involved in the delivery of the creative and media level 2 diploma. 

 

 All students follow courses in physical education, religious studies and work related 

learning.  They also follow a PSHCE programme which includes careers education and 

guidance and fulfils all the National Curriculum requirements. 

 

6.   At Key Stage 5 (years 12 and 13) students are encouraged to remain at this school to 

continue their education. 

 

 Each student follows an individual programme of study tailored to meet her/his needs.  The 

advanced programme consists of a very wide range of AS/A2 courses.[eg running in 

2009/10: art & design, biology, business studies, chemistry, economics, English, food, 

French, geography, German, government and politics, history, ICT, mathematics and further 

mathematics, media studies, philosophy and ethics, physical education, physics, psychology, 

sociology, Spanish, textiles and theatre studies].  Opportunities exist to study other subjects 

at other local consortium schools.  Most students study four AS subjects in year 12, but 

some study three.  In year 13 most students study three A2 subjects.  

 

 Membership of the sixth form always involves more than attendance at AS/A2 lessons.  All 

sixth formers are encouraged to develop a range of skills, including the key skills of 

communication, application of number and ICT.   

 

Sixth formers also develop their personal skills by taking on responsibilities and acting as 

leaders within the school and wider community.  All are required to attend weekly 

enrichment sessions in which they take part in careers guidance, religious studies and 

PSHCE activities.  Students are encouraged to take part in physical activities outside school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 September 2009 
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CREATIVE ARTS FACULTY 

 
ART 

 

Art is offered to all students at KS3 level.  Over the three years, girls will develop a broad range of 

artistic techniques from painting and drawing, to mixed media work, printmaking and sculpture.  

These skills will be delivered through the teaching of structured project work, which will take place 

through one hour of teaching time per week.  There will be opportunities for girls to participate in 

school trips linked to their project work throughout the year, and homework will be set on a regular 

basis to enhance the skills that they learn in school. 

 

At the end of KS3, girls can opt to progress to Art and Design at GCSE level.  This qualification is 

currently offered through the Edexcel syllabus, which has scope for a great amount of creativity.  

The course helps girls to develop their artistic techniques through individual project work where 

they can pursue ideas linking this to the work of other artists, craft makers and designers.  At this 

stage teaching time is doubled to two hours per week. 

 

AS and A2 Art and Design is offered to students in years 12 and 13.  It includes painting and related 

media, with some printmaking, textile and three dimensional work.  Students are able to specialise 

in the areas in which they are particularly interested through individual project work.  Guidance is 

given in the use of materials and working methods, development of visual ideas and contextual 

studies.  As part of the consortium, we also currently offer the Creative and Media Diploma at 

Level 2. 

 

 

DRAMA 

 

Drama is a well-established subject in the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and it is a popular option at 

GCSE and A level.  The two drama studios are well equipped with stage lighting and full black-out 

facilities.  A new computerised lighting board has recently been purchased as well as the recent 

purchase of a sound mixer desk, speakers and microphones.  Extra-curricular activities include the 

production of two large cast school plays a year; one in the autumn term and one in the summer 

term.  A year 7 drama club is organised by year 12 students. 

 

In years 7 and 8 drama is taught to all girls and provides the basis of skills and knowledge for those 

wishing to pursue the subject at a higher level.  The department aims to develop creative expression 

and communication, co-operative group work and the development of confidence through 

performance.  Currently in year 9, drama is taught as a short course of 10 weeks. 
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The GCSE course develops students‟ skills in group improvisation, vocal expression and use of 

language, movement and gesture, devising scenes for performance, the creative exploration of play 

texts and evaluative portfolio writing.  There is also an option to develop design skills for drama.  

The course is a combination of teacher assessed practical and written coursework plus a final 

externally assessed performance exam.  Theatre visits are integral to the course. 

 

The AS/A2 course develops the creativity, skills and knowledge established at GCSE.  It includes 

the practical study and performance of play texts, play direction, stage history, devising original 

plays; the study of practitioners, drama processes and regular theatre visits which broaden the 

students‟ experience of drama. 

 

MUSIC 

 

The music department is a thriving and active department with two classroom teachers and 

seventeen peripatetic teachers.  The subject is well established at GCSE and is currently offered at 

AS/A2.  Students from other schools may also attend A level lessons as part of a consortium 

arrangement. 

 

All students in years 7, 8 and 9 follow a course which involves them in the three principal musical 

activities of listening, composing and performing.  The subject then becomes an option leading to 

GCSE and A level. 

 

A large number of students learn instruments at school and tuition is offered in voice, piano, guitar, 

percussion, violin, viola, 'cello, double bass, flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, trumpet, 

French horn, tuba and trombone. 

 

There are twenty extra-curricular music groups and ensembles which meet each week and include 

orchestras, bands and choirs. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Our policy is to provide the students with a wide range of activities in which they can participate 

and gain enjoyment.  We endeavour to develop an appreciation of the importance of general fitness 

and health and the benefits that can be gained from regular exercise.  All students are encouraged to 

take part in two extra curricular physical activities a week.  We offer a wide and very successful 

extra curricular competitive programme, including netball, hockey, tennis, rounders, athletics, cross 

country and gym and dance.  They are then encouraged to continue with some type of physical 

activity outside school, either on a recreational basis or competitively.  In every area of the 

curriculum, students are set targets in order to assist them to fulfil their potential.  Through our 

work we hope that the concept of "fitness for life and health" will remain with our students 

throughout adulthood. 

 

Within the curriculum the students have lessons in gymnastics, dance, trampolining, swimming, 

netball, hockey, rugby, football, tennis, athletics, rounders and they follow a health-related fitness 

programme.  In Key Stage 4 they are given the opportunity to choose from a range of activities 

which often includes squash, golf, self-defence, aerobics, boxercise and cheerleading whilst 

continuing with the fitness programme, trampolining and a number of games including badminton, 

volleyball and basketball. 

 

In both Key Stage 3 and 4, 50% of curriculum time is devoted to the teaching of a variety of games. 

We have nine tennis courts, seven netball courts, two hockey pitches, a football/rugby pitch, an 
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athletics track, outdoor swimming pool, a well equipped gymnasium, a sports hall with 4 badminton 

courts and additional netball courts, as well as basketball and volleyball courts.  

 

In Key Stage 3 students currently have the opportunity to opt to take a leadership qualification, so 

that they can put other skills they may have, such as good communication and organisation, to good 

use both within the school community and their local community, whilst also developing in self-

confidence and independence. 

 

We offer AS and A2 PE at STAGS and we are currently following the new OCR syllabus, which 

whilst continuing to develop on students' knowledge of anatomy and physiology also encourages 

fitness for life and there is a strong practical emphasis.  Students will develop a greater knowledge 

and understanding of the theoretical topics including history of sport and contemporary studies as 

well as developing analysis skills and independent study.  
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ENGLISH FACULTY 
 

ENGLISH 

 

The English department aims to give students an awareness of the immense variety of the English 

language.  We guide students towards the highest possible standards of literacy and encourage an 

imaginative and critical response to language and literature.  At present we teach year 7 in mixed 

ability form groups and banding is introduced at the beginning of year 8.  GCSE teaching is in 

ability bands and almost all students study both English and English Literature at this level.   

 

We believe that an effective balance of traditional and innovative methods is maintained in the 

courses offered.  Recent approaches to the teaching of English have resulted in the active 

involvement of students by means of discussion and self-appraisal.  Consequently, liveliness and 

enthusiasm are, we hope, characteristics of the typical English lesson.  This is not to say that the 

need for correct English and orderly presentation is neglected; these skills are obviously essential if 

students are to communicate effectively. 

 

The department uses a wide range of resources.  Currently, all students study both classic and 

modern novels, short stories, poetry and drama.  They analyse non-fiction, moving image and media 

texts.  Students learn to write in a variety of styles and for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

 

Students are encouraged to use ICT in the presentation of some of their work.  A high priority is 

given to the development of speaking and listening skills and students are encouraged to make use 

of different stimuli, including images and music, when presenting ideas. 

 

Throughout the year a number of theatre trips are organised for the whole age range.  Extra-

curricular activities currently include an annual trip to see a Shakespeare play in the summer. 

 

MEDIA STUDIES 

 

In this subject we look at how media texts are created and the relationship between audiences and 

producers in a practical and theoretical way.  Our results at GCSE and A Level are often well above 

the national average for this subject and we have an enviable reputation for assisting students into 

prestigious universities and the creative industries. 

 

We offer the new OCR course at GCSE with 60% practical class based work and 40% exam.  It 

makes a good choice for practical independent students who prefer the rigours of school assessment 

to exams and are able to look at popular texts in a serious way. 
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We also offer the WJEC AS and A Level Media Studies courses where students are made aware of 

the methods and processes by which messages are constructed in mass media enterprises. 

 

Modules studied include film, advertising and news production; 50% of the course is practical.  At 

AS level students will produce their own media artefact.  We have film and print based editing 

facilities and students have in past years created film trailers, print advertisements and television 

title sequences.  At A2 level they will produce a research essay accompanied by a pertinent 

practical piece. 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

 

Students with special educational needs are supported throughout their school career.  Identification 

of the need is made by the learning support co-ordinator working with information provided by 

primary schools, standardised tests, school staff and, if necessary, outside advisors.  

 

In years 7 – 9 there are learning support lessons running as an alternative to a second modern 

language, where students with difficulties in basic skills are given extra teaching and practice in 

these skills. 

 

In years 10 – 11 students may opt to reduce the number of subjects studied in order to attempt to 

complete the ASDAN certificate of personal effectiveness which could lead to a level 2 

qualification, as well as having extra in-school support and study time. 

 

Support is available in subject lessons from teachers, teaching assistants and year 12/13 students.  In 

addition there are opportunities for all students to seek advice or be offered additional help outside 

lesson time.  This may be in the form of links with learning support staff or attendance at reading 

club and literacy sessions. 

 

LIBRARY 

 

Located centrally within the school, the library is a key supplier of resources for both the curricular 

and recreational needs of students and staff.  It is open throughout the day from 8.15am to 4.30pm. 

Sixth formers are encouraged to use the library for research/quiet study and a number of them act as 

library prefects during break and lunchtimes.  Help is also provided by a team of volunteer parent 

helpers. 

 

Resources in the library include 18,500 fiction and information books, journals, newspapers and 

audio books as well as a growing collection of book related DVDs.  There are 13 networked 

computers, all of which have internet access.  A photocopier is available for student use. 

 

The library staff offer help and guidance to the students on the selection and use of materials and 

seek to foster in them a love of reading.  The fiction stock is wide in scope in order to appeal to all 

tastes and abilities and its use is promoted through new book displays, subject reading lists, themed 

bookmarks and a book review board.  All year 7 students undergo a library induction course during 

their first term to help develop skills in locating, retrieving and evaluating resources.  These skills 

are then reinforced through curriculum-based projects during years 7 – 9.  
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HUMANITIES FACULTY 
 

INDEPENDENT ADVICE & GUIDANCE 

 

Our aim in careers education and guidance is to prepare young people for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of adult and working life.  This equips them with the knowledge, 

skills and attitudes which they require in order to manage their lifelong career and personal 

development.  At St Albans Girls' School we promote equality of opportunity and put the needs of 

the learner above all other considerations. 

 

Careers advice and guidance are available to all students, at all times.  All students have a block of 

careers lessons in each of years 7 – 11.  In years 7 and 8 the emphasis is on self-awareness and 

having the ability to assess progress and achievements.  During year 7 all students spend a day out 

of school on work shadowing and some lessons concentrate on preparation for this. 

 

In year 9 the careers lessons help the students make realistic and informed decisions about their Key 

Stage 4 courses. 

 

In year 10, the emphasis in careers lessons is in the preparation for work experience.  All students 

take part in a one week work experience placement arranged in partnership with Hertfordshire 

Careers Service.  Issues such as equal opportunities, health & safety, job applications and 

interviews are covered. 

 

In year 11, topics such as the changing world of work, the need for lifelong learning and labour 

market information are covered.  The careers co-ordinator is available for individual interviews on 

request as is a personal advisor from Youth Connexions Hertfordshire.  We work closely with 

Youth Connexions Hertfordshire at this important transition time.  Year 11 students are well 

informed about their options whether they choose to continue with their education in school or 

college, do an apprenticeship or enter employment.  Vocational psychometric testing is available to 

all students. 

 

At sixth form level, support and advice is available to all students.  Our aim is to help the students 

to make realistic and informed decisions about their future beyond the 16 – 19 curriculum and to 

help students to manage the transition from the sixth form into higher education, training or 

employment. 
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Throughout the school we use a range of techniques to inform and advise.  Individual interviews are 

arranged for some students in years 9 – 13 with our Connexions careers adviser.  We have an 

extensive careers room with current careers education computer software such as Kudos, e-clips and 

Fast Tomato and a comprehensive collection of careers information.  Careers software is available 

to students in all ICT rooms and the library. 

 

ECONOMICS & BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Economics & Business Studies is taught at KS4 and KS5.  

 

At GCSE we follow the combined Edexcel Nuffield course.  The syllabus is an integrated business 

studies and economics course.  The underlying principles of the syllabus are those of progression 

and investigation.  It is also important that the classroom learning is related to the real world of 

business and economics.  Investigative work drives the course and this is reflected in the 

questioning style of the syllabus.  The use of ICT is incorporated into the course when possible 

during lessons and as an integral tool in the production of homework and coursework.  The course 

is examined with end of course exams and coursework. 

 

At A level we offer the combined Edexcel economics and business course and the Edexcel 

economics course.  Entry on to either of the A level courses are not dependent on the student having 

prior knowledge of this subject. 

 

The combined course in economics and business again integrates the two subjects into an 

interesting and varied course which gives students a firm grounding in the fundamentals of 

economics and at the same time helps them to understand the internal workings of firms.  Students 

will investigate local, national and international issues. 

 

The economic specification enables students to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to 

the study of economics and encourages them to think as an economist. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

Geography is the study of people, places and the relationships between them.  It provides students 

with the means to interpret and understand the complexities of the environment around us and the 

many issues facing us today. 

 

Geography is taught in mixed ability form groups throughout Key Stage 3 and also in mixed ability 

groups at Key Stage 4. 

 

The acquisition and application of practical skills are important elements in the subject at all levels 

and these are integrated in the work.  Students participate in several field trips in Key Stages 3 and 

4. 

 

At GCSE, topics include restless earth, battle for the biosphere, climate and change, water world, 

extreme climates, population dynamics, living spaces, changing cities and development dilemmas.   

Students participate in a fieldwork trip to assist them in preparation for their controlled assessment.   

The AS/A2 course will enable students to develop a knowledge and understanding of the key 

concepts of place, space, diversity, interdependence, people, environment interaction, the processes 

associated with these and change over time.  Students will investigate the „World at risk and Going 

Global‟ at AS, alongside Geographical investigations into crowded coasts, and the rebranding of 

places.  At A2 students will study topics to include; Water conflicts, Biodiversity, „Superpower 

Geographies‟, the Development Gap and Technological fix, as well as an in-depth study of a theme 
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from a selection from the exam board.  Students will carry out research and fieldwork at AS with 

some fieldwork opportunities.  

 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 

Government and politics is available in the sixth form only.  The AS course is taken and examined 

in year 12.  The A2 course, which completes the A level award, is taken and examined in year 13. 

 

Government and politics is an interesting and useful subject.  It develops an understanding and 

awareness of current political issues and structures, at both a national and international level.  

Voting behaviour, democratic structures, elections, devolution and pressure group activity are 

examples of topics studied.  Many of these topics are controversial, and so discussions and debates 

are central to the subject. 

 

The world of politics is constantly changing – students need to keep abreast of current affairs, social 

issues and social problems.  They do this by reading quality newspapers and the selective use of the 

wider mass media.  Students need to be able to examine a range of views on political issues.  They 

need to develop the skill of distinguishing fact from opinion. 

 

HISTORY 

 

History is taught in mixed ability form groups throughout Key Stage 3.  Students in years 7, 8 and 9 

study medieval Britain including the Norman conquest and the Wars of the Roses; the making of 

the United Kingdom looking at the Tudor and Stuart regimes; aspects of the 18th and 19th century 

industrial and social development and 20th century events with an emphasis on World War II. 

 

At GCSE we currently follow a course in modern European and world history.  The units cover the 

Cold War, Germany in the 1920s and 30s and Britain from c.1931 - 1951 and develop source 

analysis skills as well as the display of knowledge and understanding through structured answers.  

Coursework on 1920s and 30s America will feature as part of the course and will be completed in 

controlled conditions. 

 

Our AS and A2 courses combine the study of England under the Tudors including the Mid Tudor 

crisis and Tudor rebellions and aspects of American history, including the Civil War and the fight 

for civil rights in the 20th century. 

 

At all levels we encourage the development of skills for use in history such as interpreting and 

evaluating sources and formulating and justifying argument.  It is our aim to ensure all students 

benefit from the study of the past and as a result become better citizens of the future.  A valuable 

part of this comes from the opportunity to participate in visits and outside lectures.  Currently, we 

run a day‟s visit to Medieval St Albans for year 7, Hatfield House for year 8 and the battlefields of 

World War I in France or Belgium for year 9.  GCSE students usually have the opportunity to take 

part in a visit to Berlin and also attend a revision conference to help with exam technique.  AS and 

A2 students often have the opportunity to attend lectures given by leading experts, such as David 

Starkey and in recent years we have travelled to the USA, to New York and Washington, in order to 

enhance the understanding of America‟s politics as well as her history. 

 

PSHCE – PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

 

PSHCE is taught in mixed form groups within the humanities and science faculties.  It is part of the 

curriculum for all students throughout years 7-11. 
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In year 7, students are taught for one hour a week.  Currently, the first 8 weeks of the autumn term 

is an induction course based on Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL).  SEAL is a 

programme used at STAGS to assist with transition between junior and senior school.  The aim of 

the programme is to explore and support some of the excitement and anxiety related to starting the 

next stage of their education.  Activities are group based and allow girls to get to know their future 

friends in a safe and structured environment, where speaking, listening and reflection are 

encouraged. 

 

They then move on to a rotation system where they study citizenship, (ie: your values, you and the 

community, etc) and careers (ie: what is work?, attitudes to work, etc).  „Relationships‟ is now 

covered by form teachers and in assemblies and „health‟ is covered in science lessons. 

 

Currently, year 8 students are taught for one hour a week.  They follow a course that is divided into 

4 modules on health, relationships, citizenship and careers. 

 

Year 9 students are taught for one hour a week and follow a course where they study citizenship, 

careers and health.  „Relationships‟ is covered by form teachers and in assemblies. 

 

In years 10 and 11, students study PSHCE for one hour a week, which comprises modules on 

health, (ie: health matters, contraception, teenage drinking and drug issues), relationships (ie: 

marriage and partnerships, family matters), careers (work experience, job applications) and 

citizenship (ie: human rights, politics and the media). 

 

Students learn life skills such as assertiveness and taking responsibility and they develop a range of 

learning skills that include oral work, group presentation and role play.  Guest speakers are invited 

into the school on a regular basis. 

 

In year 12 PSHCE is integral to the enrichment programme which is compulsory for every student. 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 

 

Psychology is currently only available for study in the sixth form; the AS is taken in year 12 and the 

A2 course which completes the A level award is taken and examined in year 13.  Psychology is an 

interesting, stimulating and challenging subject that complements a wide range of traditional 

subjects.  In essence, psychology is “the science of the mind”; its subject matter is primarily people, 

their experiences and their behaviour although it does include some study of non-human animals. 

 

The current psychology specification has been introduced which has been designed to provide a 

broad introduction to the scope and nature of psychology as a science.  The emphasis continues to 

be on applying knowledge (rather than just acquiring it), thereby developing students‟ transferable 

skills of analysis, evaluation and critical thinking.  

 

At AS level, the course offers a broad range of topics such as memory, early social development, 

stress, social influence and psychopathology (individual differences).  Research methods are studied 

within the context of these areas.  At A2 there is a range of topic-based options such as biological 

rhythms and sleep, relationships, aggression, gender, learning and intelligence and cognitive and 

social development.  Three of these will be studied in depth and the aim is to bring together 

explanations from different approaches and to engage students in issues and debates in 

contemporary psychology. 

 

A wide variety of teaching methods are used but the focus is on student participation and 

interaction.  Independent learning methods are encouraged and actively developed throughout the 
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one or two years of study.  The new course promises to be an exciting challenge and a significant 

move in the development of a relevant and accessible A level curriculum. 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

Religious Studies is taught in form groups within the humanities faculty. It is part of the curriculum 

for all students throughout years 7 – 13 and is planned using the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus.  

 

In years 7 – 9 students are taught for one hour per week and homework is set weekly.  Students are 

assessed through school examinations and continuous assessment.  During the first three years 

students study the six major world religions; Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and 

Sikhism and Philosophy & Ethics. Religious and secular world views are studied from historical, 

philosophical and social perspectives.  We aim to inspire a deeper awareness of each student's own 

values and beliefs whilst showing an appreciation and understanding of other cultures and faiths. 

 

Students in years 10 currently study Philosophy & Applied Ethics, Short Course RS through 

Christianity and Buddhism. 

 

Philosophy & Ethics is offered as an RS GCSE option in years 10 and 11.  Students study two 

religions and are assessed through two examinations. 

 

In years 12 and 13 Philosophy & Ethics RS AS and A2 level is offered. 

 

The department is resourced with specialist books, videos, slides and artefacts.  There are also 

reference facilities and a religious studies section in the library.  The department promotes a wide 

variety of learning experiences.  These include discussion, philosophy for children, ICT, project 

work, pair work, group work, role play and visiting places of religious significance.  The school‟s 

information technology facilities are utilised and students are encouraged, where appropriate, to 

produce word processed assignments. 

 

SOCIOLOGY 

 

Sociology is available in the sixth form only; the AS course is taken and examined in year 12; the 

A2 course, which completes the A level award, is taken and examined in year 13.  Sociology is an 

interesting and useful subject which develops an awareness of cultural diversity and change and 

promotes an understanding of the social world in which students live. 

 

Topic areas include socialisation and culture, family and households, social inequality and 

education and training.  These are taught within the framework of social class, gender, age and 

ethnicity.  Sociological theory and research methods form a substantial part of the syllabus.  Social 

problems such as crime, racial conflict and school exclusion are also dealt with. 

 

Society is constantly changing and students need to keep abreast of current affairs by reading and 

by selective use of the media.  Class discussions and active research are important throughout the 

course and the essential skill of distinguishing fact from opinion is stressed.  Many of the topics 

studied are highly controversial and students are encouraged to examine a range of views on these 

topics. 
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MATHEMATICS FACULTY 
 

Each student follows a course designed to enable her to develop her mathematical skills, to apply 

her knowledge in everyday situations and to solve real life problems with confidence.  The 

department aims to make mathematics stimulating and enjoyable to all. 

 

A variety of teaching methods are employed but there is a strong tradition in the department for 

teacher-led lessons as the best means for putting over many topics and explaining mathematical 

techniques.  The style of lessons will encourage mental agility and efficient and appropriate use of 

the calculator.  The lesson will usually be in three parts.  The first part of the lesson will be a mental 

and oral starter in which the students are asked questions and encouraged to verbalise their solutions 

and ideas.  The main part of the lesson will come next and finally there may be a plenary if 

appropriate.  

 

Initially in year 7 students are taught in their mixed ability forms.  Currently, they are set at the 

beginning of the spring term into 8 groups using Key Stage 2 results, teacher input and internal 

testing as a guide.  The top set is small to accommodate the accelerated learning of the gifted and 

talented students and the eighth set is also small to offer extra help to those students who find maths 

particularly difficult. 

 

The department uses the Key maths textbooks from year 7 to year 9 and Edexcel‟s own GCSE 

textbook in years 10 and 11.  There may be an opportunity for some students to take GCSE a year 

early.  Currently such students study an AS module in year 11. 

 

In the sixth form, generally students will study for three modules in the first year, leading to an AS 

qualification.  In year 13 three A2 modules are studied for the A level qualification.  In addition 

there is the opportunity for some students to study the subject to a higher level by studying Further 

Maths.  At GCSE the examination board is Edexcel and for AS/A2 is OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST ALBANS GIRLS’ SCHOOL  

BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE 

 

 
 

   
 



19 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

           

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FACULTY 
 

In year 7 all students cover 3 weeks studying the European Union as part of PHSCE.  From 

September 2010 most will then embark on the study of 2 modern foreign languages only –  French 

and Spanish.  These students will continue with the languages started in year 7 throughout KS3.  

Please note this is a change to our present system. 

 

Current years 7 and 8 students study either French and Italian or German and Spanish.  All 

languages have equal time allocation at KS3.  In the current year 9 all students study French and 

most also study either German, Spanish or Italian as a second language.  

 

In year 10 the majority of students continue with a modern language and a good number continue 

with 2 languages to GCSE level.  There are well established courses at AS and A2 level. 

 

There are changes in GCSE specifications from 2009 and the weighting allocation for each skill 

will be significantly altered.  Speaking and writing will carry more marks than listening and reading 

skills.  Writing assessments will be carried out in controlled conditions and the speaking element 

will be conducted and assessed by the teacher.  Students are encouraged to choose a topic for 

discussion which relates to their interests.  Grammatical progression will continue to underpin all 

teaching. 

 

At AS level, students prepare for a modular examination containing 2 separate units – an oral test 

and a test of listening, reading and writing.  There are 5 broad topic areas.  Whereas AS is skills 

based, A2 deals more with the expression of ideas in greater depth and of increasing linguistic 

complexity. 

There are two papers at A2 but writing is also tested in essay form.  There is no longer a 

coursework option. 

 

Currently, there are many visits on offer and trips change regularly.  In French there is a year 8 visit 

to Le Touquet and a year 9/10 activity trip to Normandy.  In Spanish there is a year 10 visit 

planned.  In German there has been an exchange every other year to Hamburg for years 9 and 10 

and a Rhineland tour for years 8 and 10.  All students in the sixth form are encouraged to undertake 

work experience abroad if possible. 
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SCIENCE FACULTY 
 

In years 7 and 8, students study science in three one hour lessons per week.  In year 9 this increases 

to four one hour lessons per week.  Each teaching group is taught in separate biology, chemistry and 

physics lessons.  In year 7 students are taught in mixed-ability form groups.  Students are placed 

into sets in years 8 and 9.  Assessment is achieved by means of regular end-of-topic tests, practical 

investigations and extended written work.  Students begin the formal study of GCSE material 

towards the end of year 9. 

 

At Key Stage 4, students are placed in sets on the basis of their progress in year 9.  All year 10 

students study the AQA Science course leading to a GCSE award.  They are taught in four one-hour 

lessons per week.   In year 11, most students study AQA Additional Science leading to a second 

GCSE science award.  Some students study 3 separate GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics, in 

six lessons per week in years 10 and 11.  A small number of students opt out of further study of 

science after completing the GCSE science course in year 10. 

 

At Key Stage 5, the faculty offers AS/A2 courses in biology, chemistry and physics. 

 

AS/A2 BIOLOGY 

 

Biology is the study of living organisms.  It is an exciting and rapidly expanding area of science, 

ranging in scope from the study of biological molecules and sub-cellular structures, to the 

interactions of whole populations of animals and plants.  Students learn facts and concepts in theory 

lessons and in practical lessons based in the laboratory and the school grounds.  They are tested 

regularly to assess progress and set targets.  Students carry out assessed practical exercises, set by 

the exam board, at both AS and A2. 

 

AS/A2 CHEMISTRY 

 

Chemistry opens the door to an understanding of the physical world.  Chemistry also provides an 

essential foundation for further work in many other subjects including the study of biology, 

medicine and veterinary science.  The Edexcel (London) specification includes the study of 

structure and bonding, rates and types of chemical reactions and of organic chemistry, the chemistry 

of carbon.  The course contains many opportunities to develop experimental skills which we assess 

during the course.  Chemists are versatile people able to move on to a wide variety of careers. 
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AS/A2 PHYSICS 

 

What will you learn on this course? 
 

Students are challenged to expand their understanding of the physical world from Quasars to 

Quantum Particles.  Following this brand new and up to the minute syllabus (AQA – Physics A), 

students will study all the classical physics needed for careers such as engineering, architecture and 

medicine.  At both AS and A2 level students develop their practical and experimental skills through 

selected experiments. 

 

What other courses go well with this one? 

 

Combining physics with chemistry and maths will equip you for the widest range of options, 

including careers in science, medicine, engineering and technology.  Physics also complements 

biology well.  Physics can be useful for those who wish to study environmental science and 

archaeology.  Students of art or photography with an interest in the technical aspect will find 

physics useful for developing that interest.  Physics may be combined with relatively unrelated 

subjects, like law or business studies, for it develops skills in numeracy, reasoning, problem 

solving, communication and research.  

 

What could you go on to do at the end of the course?  
 

Study for a degree in physics, environmental science, medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, veterinary 

science, engineering, radiography or some related area, or use it as a general academic qualification.  

An AS or A Level in Physics develops and demonstrates many transferable skills appreciated by 

many employers in non-physics careers as well as science-based careers in the health service or 

industry.  

 

Currently, the exam board for both AS and A2 is AQA and the specification will be Physics A. 
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TECHNOLOGY FACULTY 
 

Technology at this school covers resistant materials (wood, metal, plastic, graphics, electronics and 

control), food, textiles and information and communication technology (ICT).  We aim to introduce 

the students to the design process, giving them the opportunity to identify needs, generate ideas, 

plan, make, test and evaluate their own practical solutions.  To do this we need to provide a 

background of knowledge and understanding and help them to develop manufacturing skills in 

various materials using a wide range of techniques and processes.  The ICT provision of the school 

is reviewed regularly, thus ensuring that all students have the opportunity to access facilities which 

can be related to those encountered in higher education, business and commerce. 

 

YEARS 7 – 9  

 

In design and technology the knowledge and skills are taught mainly through short practical tasks.  

Students are taught in mixed ability sets for two hours per week and will cover all areas in the 

course of each year.  ICT is taught in forms for one hour per week, using cross-curricular links with 

particular reference to business studies where possible, to teach skills in a range of software. 

 

YEARS 10 & 11 

 

All students are encouraged to take some form of design and technology course, but can specialise 

in which material they study; food, textiles, graphic products or resistant materials are the options. 

Each course involves a final examination (40% of final grade) and coursework consisting of a major 

design project (60%). The department currently uses the OCR examination syllabus in year 11 and 

AQA in year 10. 

 

The home economics department also offers child development. This course centres on the study of 

the family and the interaction between its members; the physical, intellectual, emotional and social 

development of children between birth and five years of age; children with special needs and 

possible community provision for them. Students have to complete a variety of coursework tasks 

including a child study and a week of observation and participation in a nursery. 

 

Based on aptitude at KS3, Key Stage 4 ICT students are allocated a place in Full or Short course 

GCSE or Functional Skills (Key Skills level 2 for our current year 11 groups). The GCSE courses 

involve final examinations (40%) and coursework (60%).  Functional skills involves continuous 

portfolio development and is assessed by examination for level 1 and 2.  Key Skills assessment is 

by portfolio and multiple choice tests. 
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YEARS 12 & 13 

 

Design and technology: currently, product design is offered at AS and A2.  This exciting AQA 

course allows students to specialise in textiles technology, resistant materials technology or 

graphics with materials technology.  Two units are completed in each year; practical coursework 

(50%), and a materials based examination (50%) including design & technology in society. 

 

Product Design: Food Technology is also offered.  This follows the AQA specification and 

comprises 2 units at AS, one written paper covers materials, components and applications (50%) 

and a portfolio of practical based work, learning through designing and making, is submitted for the 

final 50%.  At A2 students complete one major practical piece of coursework and another written 

examination. 

 

ICT is offered at AS level and A2.  Final grades are obtained via two written exams (30% each) and 

two coursework projects (20% each).  A task-driven approach will be taken, relying on effective use 

of ICT systems.  

 

The computer network is widely used by sixth form students in their study periods to prepare work 

for assignments across the curriculum. 

 

Within the faculty we encourage participation in a number of competitions, events and schemes, 

such as the food hygiene certificate, the Rotary technology tournament or the Engineering 

Education Scheme.  Visits are arranged where possible to develop the theme of technology in an 

industrial context. 
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GCSE RESULTS for students completing Key Stage 4 in 2009 – 173 students 

 

Subject 
Pupils 

entered 
A* A B C D E F G U 

Art 36 10 9 7 9 1     

Business studies 32 2 12 7 7 4     

Child Development 25 1 5 6 9 3 1    

Chinese ** 1 1         

D & T Food 27 3 9 6 6 3     

D & T Textiles 17  4 4 6 3     

Dance ** 2  2        

Drama 45 1 11 13 11 7 2    

English 171 41 38 61 23 8     

English Literature 171 21 47 46 40 15 2    

French * 60 10 15 12 15 6  1 1  

Geography 51 10 14 9 10 5 2 1   

German 31 7 3 5 9 6 1    

History 82 15 18 27 13 6 3    

ICT (full course)  58 12 29 10 6 1     

Maths * 170 21 53 43 32 13 7 1   

Media Studies 57 3 15 24 10 3 2    

Music 12  2 7  3     

PE 31 3 8 5 1 13 1    

Portuguese ** 1 1         

RS 7 2 3 1  1     

RS (Jewish Studies) ** 1  1        

Science Single 173 22 44 42 29 28 6 1 1  

Science Additional 150 25 31 32 34 22 6    

Spanish * 62 20 13 10 11 5 3    

Statistics ** 1    1      

Courses equivalent to GCSE           

Applied Business BTEC  22   22       

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness 19   19       

Key Skills ICT 15    15      

Animal Care 24 2 8 12 2      

TOTAL GCSE 1554 233 392 431 300 156 36 4 2 0 

ICT short course 69 1 8 18 26 12 3   1 

 

* Includes exams taken early in year 10                   ** Subjects studied outside school 

 

SUMMARY OF LATEST AVAILABLE GCSE RESULTS           

 School Results / Target LA Average * England Average * 

5 or more grades A* - C 

including English and maths 
82.7% / 83% 58.1% 47.6% 

5 or more grades A*-C 83.8% 71.1% 65.3% 

5 or more grades A*-G 98.8% 94.5% 91.6% 

1 or more grades A*-G 100% 98.9% 98.6% 

2 grades A*-C in science 69.3% 54.5% 50.4% 

1 or more grades A*-G in 

modern languages 
76.3% 53.1% 44.8% 

1 or more grades A*-C in 

modern languages 
61.3% 38.1% 30.7% 

Average total points 426.6 411.1 390.2 

*2008 figures as data for 2009 not yet available   
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A2 RESULTS for students completing Key Stage 5 in 2009 – 118 students 

 

Subject Pupils  A B C D E U 

Accounting   4   1 2 1  

Art 2 2      

Biology 37 7 18 7 4 1  

Chemistry 23 6 6 4 4 2 1 

D&T: Food 6 3  2 1   

D&T: Textiles 8  1 4 2 1  

Drama 9 4 2  3   

Economics & Business 7 3 3 1    

English Literature    43 16 10 6 10 1  

French 5 3 2     

Geography 9 5 2 1 1   

German 2 1   1   

Government & Politics 12 2 3 4 2 1  

History    21 5 8 6 1 1  

ICT 3  1  1 1  

Maths 29 11 6 7 3 2  

Media Studies 38 8 16 8 4 2  

PE 5 1  3 1   

Physics 6 2 1 1 1 1  

Psychology 25 11 8 3 3   

RS 7 2 2 2 1   

Sociology 22 4 6 6 4 1 1 

Spanish 4 2 2     

TOTALS 327 98 97 66 49 15 2 

 

A2 EXAMS TAKEN AT OTHER SCHOOLS or at other dates    

 

Subject Pupils  A B C D E U 

Art 1 1      

Biology 1    1   

Chinese 1   1    

Classical Civilisation 2    1  1 

English 6 1 2 2 1   

French 1 1      

Law 2  1   1  

Maths 2  2     

Performance Studies 2  1 1    

Photography 3  1 1  1  

Psychology 2 1  1    

Sociology 1    1   

Spanish 1 1      

TOTALS 25 5 7 6 4 2 1 
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TOTAL A2 RESULTS FOR YEAR 13 PUPILS 

 

A LEVELS 352 103 104 72 53 17 3 

 

AS RESULTS FOR YEAR 13 PUPILS  

including subjects studied at consortium schools 

 

Subjects taken in year 12 or year 13 but not continued to A2 Level 
 

Subject Pupils  A B C D E U 

Accounting 1      1 

Art    1  1     

Biology 7  2  2 1 2 

Chemistry 6 1 2 2   1 

D&T: Food 1    1   

Drama 3  1  1 1  

Economics 1    1   

English 7 1  2 2 2  

Film Studies 2  2     

French 3   1  2  

Further Maths 2 2      

German 1   1    

Government & Politics 1   1    

History 7 2 2 3    

ICT 5 1 1   1 2 

Law 1      1 

Maths 11 1 2 2 1 2 3 

Media Studies 5 1 1 2   1 

Music  3 1 2     

PE 3   1  2  

Photography 3     1 2 

Psychology 19 3 4 6 1 5  

RS 5 1 1  1 1 1 

Sociology 5 1   2 1 1 

Spanish 9 1  1 2 3 2 

TOTALS 112 16 21 22 14 22 17 

 

SUMMARY OF LATEST AVAILABLE GCE A2/AS RESULTS 

 

 School Result 
LA Average * 

(2008) 

England Average* 

(2008) 

Average point score 

per student 
741.1 732.4 740.0 

Average point score 

per examination 

entry 

214.3 210.2 209.4 

*     Figures for 2009 not yet available 
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Destinations of Year 11 Leavers 2009

STAGs Yr 12

College

Other Yr 12 (including 
independent schools)

Apprenticeships/Employment/Tra
ining

Moved away/unknown/seeking 
work

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAGS YEAR 12       57% 

COLLEGE           20% 

OTHER YEAR 12 (INCL INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS) 17% 

APPRENTICESHIPS /EMPLOYMENT/ 

TRAINING       3.5% 

MOVED AWAY/SEEKING WORK/UNKNOWN  2.5%   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Youth Connexions Hertfordshire 2009 
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ABSENCE INFORMATION 

 

It is the policy of the school that students should attend as regularly as possible in order that they 

can gain the full benefit of the educational opportunities available to them. We ask all parents to co-

operate in this. 

 

No. of students on roll in September 2009 of compulsory school age  911 

 

No of students in year 12 (September 2009)           120 

No of students in year 13 (September 2009)             128 

 

%age of pupil sessions missed in 2008/09 through authorised absence  4.9% 

%age of pupil sessions missed in 2008/09 through unauthorised absence   1.0% 

 

ADMISSIONS 

 

Transfer into year 7 from the primary school takes place at 11 years of age.  All admissions to the 

school are in accordance with the County‟s admissions criteria.  The standard admission number for 

the school is currently 178.  The admission of older students moving into the area is, once again, 

organised according to the County admissions criteria. 

 

Admission to the 6
th

 form for 2010 is 5 A* - C grades for 3 or 4 AS courses plus meeting the entry 

requirements as outlined in the 6
th

 form prospectus for each course.  The tie break, in the event of 

oversubscription, will be the student with the highest GCSE points score. 

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

 

The school works in partnership with parents to support children in every way possible.  However, 

government legislation places a clear responsibility on schools to ensure that they work together 

with other agencies to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children.  As a result, if concerns 

are raised within the school or a child or parent reports a situation involving possible abuse, we 

would not be able to guarantee confidentiality and the matter would have to be referred to external 

partners or on to Children Schools and Families in accordance with government and Hertfordshire 

policy. 
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CHARGING POLICY 
 
1.  Classroom materials 
 
Essential 
 
Parents are expected to provide the following for their daughters:- 
 
 School uniform (see uniform list) 
 PE kit (see uniform list) 
 Rubbers, pencils, pens, rulers, scissors, glue stick, coloured pencils, whiteboard pen 
 Protractor 
 Pair of compasses 
 Scientific calculator, (not programmable) 
 Apron for home economics 

 
Recommended 
 
It is recommended that, if possible, parents buy the following:- 
 
 Philips Modern School Atlas 
 Supplementary texts e.g. revision guides, syllabi, past papers etc may be recommended by 

individual departments 
 Dictionaries for modern languages 
 Better quality art materials (especially in years 12/13) 
 Textiles equipment (eg sewing kit) 
 Paints or paint box for homework 
 A USB drive or other digital file storage device 
 Safety goggles are available in school but parents may wish to buy their own 
 Parents may find it useful for students to have access to the Heinemann English Dictionary, 

New Edition, at home 
 
The product of technology lessons  In design & technology – resistant materials – students will be 
charged £10 to cover the cost of materials used in resistant materials projects in Key Stage 3.  The 
products will then be taken home.  In textiles and food students will be asked to provide materials, 
and a letter giving details, or a recipe, will be sent home when appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Text books and equipment 
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The school will provide the necessary text books and equipment which will be required by students 
whilst at the school.  Parents are expected to provide a suitable bag. 
A charge will be made for breakages, damaged and lost textbooks etc. 
Overdue library books will incur a fine. 
A locker is available for all students for their school career at a charge of £10. 
Lost keys, books etc. incur fines which the school expects to be paid. 
 
3a. Public examinations prescribed by the school 
 
Charges will not be made for public examinations prescribed by the school. Retakes must be paid 
by the students/parents. 
Students choosing to withdraw from examinations after the closing date for entries will be charged 
the full examination fee. 
Post results services (e.g. script return, remarks) requested by students/parents must be paid for by 
them. 
 
3b. Public examinations not prescribed by the school 

 

STAGS students 

Where it can be shown that a student has been appropriately prepared for taking such an additional 

examination and provided that it is believed that it will not detract from performance in prescribed 

subjects there will be no entry fee.  If there are no other examinations taking place at the same time 

the cost of the additional invigilation required will be charged.  (£8.90 per hour as at January 2008).  

Normally only written examinations can be accommodated (i.e. not orals or coursework). 

External candidates 

The full entry cost, including a charge for invigilation and administration, is charged (£50 per 

subject as at January 2008) 
 
4. Music lessons 
 

Charges will be made one term in advance for individual and group instrumental music tuition 
unless it is in preparation for examinations (i.e. GCSE or AS/A2), as prescribed by the school, in 
which case 15 minutes per week is paid for by the school. 

 
5. Day visits 
 
School visits which are an integral part of the course 
In principle, essential activities should be free for all students, but to be realistic this is not practical.  
When an activity incurs a cost, voluntary contributions should be sought from parents.  If the 
activity takes place within school hours no student may be excluded because her parents have not 
contributed.  However, unless all parents contribute the activity may not take place for any of the 
students.  Letters to parents seeking voluntary contributions will use an agreed format which makes 
clear that assistance is available for those who need it and that the success of the visit is dependent 
upon receipt of sufficient contributions.  (The agreed format is available from the school‟s 
educational visits‟ coordinator) 
 
Departments need to distinguish between activities which are desirable and those which are 
essential.  Only essential visits should take place because of the cost in terms of loss of time and 
finance.  Where possible, departments should state in advance what trips are proposed for each year 
group and what contributions will be sought.  The activity needs to be planned in order to involve 
the minimum cost so that any request to parents is reasonable. 
e.g.  use locations close to home 
 use school resources 
 obtain more than one transport quote 
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If the activity is essential and the cost per student is more than £20, parents could be asked to pay 
£20 plus half the additional cost (e.g. for a trip costing £28 parents could be asked to contribute 
£24).  As our ability to subsidise is limited, trips costing more than £20 per student have to be 
properly justified. 
 
School visits where students are representing the school in sporting, music and other cultural 
activities 
The costs of these activities will be met by the school if at all possible. 
 
Enrichment activities e.g. theatre trips, Y8 activities week, social activities etc.  The full rate must 
be charged for these activities and must include entrance charges (ticket costs), transport and 
staffing costs. 
 
6. Residential courses 

 
Courses which are an integral part of a school course 
Any residential trip proposed as an integral part of a course will have to be carefully justified.  Such 
a course will need to be organised in such a way that the cost to parents is reasonable 
e.g. use local venues 
 use STAGS staff for teaching 
 use HCC field centres 
 carry out the work over a minimum number of days 
Parents will be asked to make voluntary contributions (up to a maximum of £30 per day) to help 
defray the cost of the course. 

 
Enrichment activities e.g. foreign exchange visits, cultural visits, etc.  The full rate must be 
charged for all these activities and must include travel and staffing costs. 
 
7. Sixth form work experience 
 
Parents are expected to pay for the cost of health and safety checks for work experience placements 
which take place during the school day. 
 
8. PE leisure activities in years 11 and 12 
 
These students are offered leisure activities for one hour per week over a set period of time.  These 
are provided by external qualified instructors and often off site (e.g. squash, golf)  A flat rate is 
charged (e.g. £30 for 12 hours for year 11 students in Autumn 2007) for participation in these 
activities.  A free option will always also be available. 
 
9. Refunds 
 
Where an activity makes an unexpected surplus the school will consider making a refund, as set out 
in the staff handbook, section 8 Offsite visits. 
When an overcharge on a music fee or hirings invoice has been made, a refund can be offered by 
raising a credit note.  An Authorisation to Raise Credit Note form must be completed. 
 
 
The school's charging policy will be reviewed annually. 

        
Policy implemented:  Spring 2009 

To be reviewed November 2009 
Author:  Mrs M Wesley 
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GOVERNING BODY: 

 

 

Nominated by Hertfordshire County 

Council: 

 

 Mrs P Batchelor 

 Mr W Fardell 

 Dr M Frearson 

 Mr P Webster 

 

 

Elected by Parents:  

 

 Mr P Cook 

 Mr R Foster 

 Mr S Francombe 

 Mrs V Harden 

 Mrs A Mistry 

 Mrs K Murphy 

 Mr P Snook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB:   Should you wish to make contact with 

the Chair of Governors, please write to Mrs 

Barnard c/o the school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Teacher: 

 

 Mrs C Murrell 

 

Elected by teachers: 

 

 Mrs G A Lacey 

 Mrs M K Wesley 

 

Elected by non-teaching staff: 

 

 Mr P Lerwill 

 

Community governors: 

 

 Mrs C Barnard (Chair of Governors) 

 Mrs Z Kiani 

 Ms S Maguire 

 Ms J Ryan 

 Mrs M Turner 

 

Sponsor Governor 

 

 Mrs N Stokes 

 

 

Associate Governors 

 

 Ms C Downes 

 Mr D Pearson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST ALBANS GIRLS’ SCHOOL  

BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE 
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JEA Mrs Ainsworth  Science 

LIA Mrs Argüelles  Careers 

EJA Miss Awad  PE/PSHCE 

JEB Miss Barnes*  Geography/PSHCE 

RIB Mr Beardmore  Science/Biology 

RZB Mr Bevan*  ICT 

KLB Mrs Birkett*  Psychology 

JAB Mr Blades*  Science 

CZB Mrs Bottin  French 

ESB Miss Bowden  Media studies 

RAB Mrs Bowman*  English 

HLB Miss Bowman  Art 

ALB Mrs Bradley (maternity) English 

DZB Mrs Buckley*  German/ICT 

MWB Mr M Buckley  Mathematics/acc 

MZC Mrs Caddy (maternity) English/media) 

EVC Mrs Cantwell*  D&T 

MKC Mrs Caputo*  Art 

GYC Miss Chan  Mathematics 

JKC Mrs Chana  English 

JAC Mrs Clark*  German 

DIC Mr Cooke*  Science 

JMC Ms Cooper*  D&T 

BCC Mr Cox*   PE 

LZC Miss Cripps  PE/PSHCE 

JHC Mrs Curl   Science 

DSC Mrs Currie*  Economics 

GLD Mrs Daniel*  English 

JMD Miss Daniels  Gov & Pol/history 

JAD Mr Doyle   Economics 

JZE Miss Eddy*  Music 

AZF Mrs Finch*  Learning support 

FSF Mrs Fletcher*  Spanish 

CZF Mrs Ford*  Mathematics 

HSF Mrs Fowler  D&T/Food/textiles/child dev. 

ANF Ms Frank   English 

AJG Miss Gales  D&T/textiles 

ASG Mrs Gardner*  French 

HFG Mrs Glanvill*(maternity) Economics 

VMG Mrs V Grant*  History 

AZH Mr Hart   Drama 

CMH Mrs Honey*  Science 

MEH Mrs Hounslow*  D&T 

JCJ Mrs Jobson  Geography 

GWJ Mr Jones  Music/careers 

CZK Miss Kelly  Spanish/French 

RLK Mrs Key*  Mathematics 

RCK Miss Khan  Drama 

GAL Mrs Lacey    D&T/child dev 

 

JML Miss Lambert*  Psychology 

AJL Mr Laming  ICT 

KZL Dr Lawlor*  Science 

AZL Mr Levison*  ICT 

SIL Miss Levy  Mathematics 

TZL Mrs Liasis  Geography/PSHCE 

MZL Dr Löhr*   Science 

AEM Mrs Maclean-Eltham* Science 

CAM Mrs Marques*  English 

KJM Mrs Mason  English 

TMM Miss Miles  History 

LDM Mrs Molyneux  English/media studies 

HZM Mrs Moore*  Mathematics 

MEM Mr Moores  Sociology/PSHCE 

JZM Mrs J Morgan  ICT 

SZM Mrs S Morgan Mod Langs/French/Italian 

LCM Dr Mountford  English 

CZM Mrs Murrell  Careers 

MEN Mrs Newman  Mathematics 

SJN Mrs Nguyen   Mathematics 

MCN Mrs Nichols  Learning support 

DMN Mrs North*  English 

RZO Dr Oliver  Chemistry 

MNO Mrs Owen*  Mathematics 

CJP Mr C Paton  Media studies 

GAP Mrs Payne*  Italian/RS 

JPG Miss Pendlebury-Green* ICT 

BJP Mrs Pfistermuller  RS 

DCP Mr Prothero*  Art 

PZR Miss Randerson*  Spanish/French 

SMR Mrs Raywood*  English 

SER Mrs Reason  Science 

LVR Mr Robinson  Mathematics 

PDR Mrs Rowley  Psychology 

HJS Miss Savage  PE 

PRS Mr Silverton*  D&T 

GGS Mr Sithole*  D&T 

NZS Mr Stevens  Economics (Acting) 

EJT Ms Tierney  RS 

KMW Mrs Warner  PE/PSHCE 

CZW Mr Warren History/PSHCE/Gov&Pol 

SPW Mrs Weber*  English 

MKW Mrs Wesley  French 

KSW Mrs West*  German/PSHCE 

RIW Mrs Wheatley*  PE/PSHCE 

SZW Ms Wilczoch* (maternity) Psychology 

MLW Mrs Willis*  Geography 

YZZ Mr Zarrouq  Science/Physics

TEACHING STAFF LIST 2009/2010 

Heads of department names emboldened / *denotes part time 



 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Support Services Manager  Mr P Lerwill 

 

Pastoral Support Manager  Mrs L Hamblin 

 

PA to Head Teacher   Mrs J Jenkins 

 

Examinations Officer   Mrs M Bigmore 

Examinations Assistant   Mrs D Cook 

 

Administration Manager  Mrs B Clunie 

 

Administration    Mrs J Cheney   Mrs E Kilborn 

     Ms Z Chlebda   Mrs S Molloy 

     Ms A Crispe   Mrs D Saxby 

Mrs J Grant   Mrs P Simpson 

      Mrs S Humphreys   

 

Pastoral Guidance Team  Mrs J Swanston (Pastoral Coordinator for year 7) 

     Mrs C Levy (Pastoral Coordinator for years 8 and 9) 

     Mrs L Loe (Pastoral Coordinator for years 10 and 11) 

     Mrs H Crossey 

     Mrs S Tyler 

 

Network Manager   Mr I Roberts 

 

School Bursar    Miss L Clouston 

Finance Assistant   Mrs V Little 

 

Librarian    Mrs A Wall 

Assistant Librarian   Ms H Coates-Smith 

     Mrs P Stelling 

 

Resident Caretaker   Mr S Bracegirdle 

Assistant Caretakers   Mr R Milton 

     Mr M Goding 

 

Technicians: 

Mrs M Barrett  (Biology) 

Mrs S Bracegirdle (Home Economics) 

Mr P Chaplin  (ICT) 

Mr J Ee   (Physics) 

Mr C Hamby  (ICT) 

Mr C Hood  (Senior Lab Technician) 

Mrs R Impson Davey (Art) 

Ms P Lumignon  (ICT) 

Mrs C Males  (Chemistry) 

Mrs E Remnant  (Chemistry) 

Mr J Remnant  (Display 

Mrs S Sedighi  (Biology) 

Mr R Whitaker  (D & T) 

Learning Supervisors: 

Miss E Allen 

Mrs C Fischer 

Mrs J Levy 

Mrs S Parsons 

Mrs C Ramsay 

                            36 

Teaching Assistants: 

Mrs F Ali 

Mrs T Burges 

Mrs H Ferin 

Mrs S Gray 

Ms L Lindores 

Mrs F Lucas 

Mrs M McHale 

Mrs S Robinson 

Mrs J Smith 

 

Foreign Language Assistants: 

Mrs A Butcher (Spanish) 

Mrs C Marsden (French) 

 

Senior Supervisory Assistants: 

Mrs L Freestone 

Mrs L Greenland 

Mrs M Howell 
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UNIFORM & EQUIPMENT LIST 
 

ALL UNIFORM AND POSSESSIONS MUST BE CLEARLY AND PERMANENTLY 

NAMED.  THIS SHOULD INCLUDE PURSES, WATCHES, FOUNTAIN PENS ETC. 

YEARS 7 – 11  

 

 Blazer   navy (with badge)                    } 

 Skirt  navy, uniform style only, reasonable length } All available 

  - years 7 and 8, stitched pleat                       }  

  - years 9, 10 and 11, navy pencil skirt } from  

       }  

 Trousers navy, uniform style only, „Trutex‟ or „Banner} Stevensons 

 Jumper navy with school trim    }  

 Blouse blue with embroidered „Stags‟ in house colours.   

 „Trutex‟ non-iron standard,  „Trutex‟ darted 

 Top coat   plain navy, black or neutral colour [any length][reflective strips are 

    advised] 

 Shoes    sturdy, low-heeled, in black or navy [platform soles or high 

heels are not allowed. Ankle boots are allowed only with trousers]. 

Please be aware that soft ballet style shoes and plimsolls are not 

acceptable.  They should be robust enough to stand inclement weather 

and muddy sites. 

 Tights    plain navy or black opaque tights in winter (i.e. from after October 

    half term 

OR    until the start of the summer term after Easter).  Plain black, navy or 

    skin-coloured tights in summer 

 Ankle socks/   plain navy or white.  (NO over the knee socks) 

Knee socks 

 Jewellery  Girls may only wear a watch and one pair of plain ear studs (one in 

    each ear lobe).  Facial jewellery is not allowed.  Make up should not 

    be worn 

 Cyclists must wear a cycle helmet [reflective strips are advised] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST ALBANS GIRLS’ SCHOOL  

BUSINESS& ENTERPRISE COLLEGE 

 
 

   
 

ST ALBANS GIRLS’ SCHOOL  
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UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Compulsory 

 Blue and gold fitted polo (no PE logo) – school uniform style 

 Blue and gold skort (skirt and shorts combi) – school uniform style 

 Hockey socks – navy and gold hoops –  school uniform style 

 Blue and gold shorts (for athletics) –  school uniform style – will be used for rugby and football 

in years 8 – 11  

 White ankle socks (rounders, netball, athletics) 

 Trainers (non-marking soles if possible) 

 Long sleeved leotard and footless tights 

 Hockey/football boots 

 Swimming costume (one piece, any colour) 

 Swimming hat (non-swimmers white, swimmers coloured) 

 Bag 

 Shin pads 

 Mouth guard – these are available from Opro through school or can be purchased at a sports 

shop 

 

Optional items 

 

 Tracksuit (sold as separate items or as a set) – plain navy blue bottoms with gold insert in zip – 

zip to thigh.  Although any plain navy blue tracksuit bottoms are acceptable (open hem) 

 Hockey stick/tennis racquet 

 (Jacket – navy with gold stripe down arms and PE logo) – available later in the year 

 (Sweatshirt – Navy blue with PE logo) – available later in the year 

 Games top – reversible, for rugby/football/hockey etc – school uniform style 

 

All of the above are/will be available from Stevensons. 

 

Other items available from school direct, all of which are optional 

 

 Splash jacket 

 Polo shirt with logo and team (for team members), i.e. STAGS PE (logo), netball (on back) 

 Athletics kit – royal blue and gold shorts and vest – for team members only 

 

 STAGS 6
th

 FORM DRESS CODE from September 2009 

 

Normal school wear 

 

Expectations Guidance & restrictions 

1. Skirt or full length smart trousers No shorts. 

No jeans, combat, sports or frayed trousers. 

No mini skirts. 

2. Top with sleeves Sleeves may be short or long. 

Style to cover cleavage & midriff. 

Boys wear shirt with a collar. 

3. Shoes, sandals or leather boots No flip flops. 

No trainers. 

4. Tailored jacket  Optional 

 

Formal occasions (when 6
th

 formers represent the school, including presenting assemblies) 
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Expectations Guidance & restrictions 

1. BLACK skirt or BLACK full length smart 

trousers 

As above.  

 

2.BLACK or WHITE top with sleeves As above.  Boys to wear white shirt and a tie. 

3. BLACK shoes, sandals or leather boots As above 

4. BLACK tailored jacket  Optional 

 

This dress code indicates the standard of dress expected of 6
th

 formers. Informal clothing (eg. 

sportswear, clothes with logos/frayed edges) is not acceptable. Outdoor clothing should not 

normally be worn in school.  Hats are never acceptable but coats/jackets/scarves may be worn at 

teachers‟ discretion during cold weather.  Students who attend school or school functions wearing 

inappropriate clothing may be sent home to change. 

 

A single discreet nose stud may be worn.  Other facial jewellery is not acceptable. 

 

For PE activities, students must bring sports clothing which is not worn in school during the day.  


